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There had been Jews in Ceuta then, wealthy and
secure in theirancient residence. They died. There were
Christians, who thought that rrade and hard labor shared
with Muslims on the dock would somehow shield them
from the sword, They died. Followers of the Prophet
protested when the blood flowed in the streets, and they
died, too. The Almohads were not men with a great store
of patience, and when they had finished bending Ceuta
to their will, they moved on.

If you o to the sug, orwalk down by the docks, you can
perhaps find gravbeards who remember those days. For a
coin, or perhaps a meal, they can tell the story endlessly —
how they hid in alleys, or in barrels, or peeking up from
cellars, as the strange fierce horsemen swept by, Every vear
the tellers of the tales grow fewer, and the rales themselves
grow grander, until even those few survivors can scarcely
remember how it had really been.

Othereyes warched those nights of blood and fire, eves
of the dead. The sons of Seth and the scns of Caine had
suftered equally ar the invaders' hands, though no one
would sing Qaddish for Salomon ibn Jedah thn Gabirol.
Afrer all, no one knew he was there, and the wind carried
his dust ro the sea. All of the Cainites of Ceuta died, then,
save those few who fled. Before the Almohads, the city had
been a popular place for the unliving of al- Andalus, a safe
port and a welcoming harbor, Mortals call it a haunted city,
and they are not far wrong.
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Almaost a century after thar bloody rime, two weary
travelers surveyed the ashen city and remembered. The
first was rall, with the sharp features and sun-darkened
skin of one of the Almoravids. Close inspection would
reveal that the cut of his robe was perhaps a hundred
veurs out of date, bur close inspection was not something
this man encouraged. No sword hung at his belt, but still,
the cutpurses and thieves of Ceuta let him pass unmo-
lested. " The man who is a sword,” said one of the thieves,
"has no need to carry one.” The others nodded and left
to seek easier prey.

The second traveler was in all ways the opposite of
his companion. He was short and heavy, and his steps
were frequent as he hurried to keep up. A casual observer
would have seen the bag he carried slung over one
shoulder and decided that he was a physician, and they
would not have been entirely wrong.

“"How much furcher is it, Ibrahim?" said the shorter
of the two men. *We're short on time, especially if thar
devil ibn Sa'id finds us here ™

“lsaac, my friend,” said the other man quietly, “he
has much less of a chance of finding us if you find it in
your heart toembrace silence, And he'sno devil. | know:
I've mer hum, He's as much a man as vou or 1"
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*All things considered,” snorted Isaac, “that is small
comfort indeed.” The two moved through the night with
the pace of rired hunters on the trail of wounded prey.
They moved through the narrow streets with inexorable
purpose, though now and again Ibrahim stopped, exam-
ined some intersection or fallen piece of stone, and then
set off on his way again.

Eventually, the two found themselves in what a
penerous man would call a cemetery, what an unkind
man would call a field. Here and there stones poked
through the weeds, though more had been kicked aver
than still stood upright. “This is the place,” Ibrahim said,
and folded his arms across his chest, “Hurry,”

“You're surel” [saac looked around, sniffed the night
air and began clearing brush away from one of the stones.
“lt doesn't look like the histories said itwould, notatall.”

"That's because the histories were written by a
handful of terrified refugees who were too busy running
to take notes on the scenery, Isaac. Now by the Prophet's
beard, would you please do what you have to? ] dislike
being here almost as much as you do, and I'm not the one
they're trying to kil

lsaac muttered under his breath. “Thats just a mat-
ter of timing, lbrahim. Now hush.” With thar, he knelt
down in front of the grave marker, taking care not to
brush off the pebbles on top of the stone. Humming w
himsell, lsaac placed both hands on the stone, closed his
eyes and concentrated. Behind him, Ibrahim turmed in
slow circles, keeping a watchful eye out for interlopers. In
the distance, he could hear the seabirds whining into the
night. Otherwise, Ceuta slept silently. Even the thieves
and lovers had gone to bed, and Ceura had been left ro
the dead. For that, the dead were profoundly thankful.

Ferhaps a minute later, Isaac moaned and stumbled
back from the stone. *“Merciful God," he said, and sank
back to his knees. “Oh, Lord, why?"

With twa strides, Ibrahim was nexe to him. “Did you
sce what you needed to!”

lsaac nodded as the other man helped him to his feet,
“=aw that, and more. The dust we need is over thers,” he
said, and gestured to the southeast. “If you could see whart
[ just saw, [heahim, you'd want to pluck out your eves. 1t was
ibn Sa'id, Ibrahim. The Almohads had already razed the
juderia and moved on. They were dead, of course, but they'd
moved on. Salomon had brought them here and hidden
them, and they thoughr it was safe. And then Sa'id came,
and he wore away the shadows Salomon was hiding them
with, and he made him watch. ..” Isaac straightened and
shook himself, then strode purposefully forward. His com-
panicnfollowed. “The soonerwe'te away from here, [brahim,
the berter. Let’s ger the dust and go.”




“IsitSalomon's
dust we're after™

“Mo, that's
long since been
scartered, [ jusc
want the dust
from where he
hled and fell. There's
seill something chere thar 1
can use, Of MOreé Accu-
rately, that a seer 1 know
in Burgos can use,”

“Wonderful,"”

Ibrahim grumbled. " And
what are you hoping for
from this dust! Direc-
tions to the gares of
Paradise, perhaps!"

[saac snorted. “Hardly. Salomon ibn Gahirol
was a scholar and a poet. Inhis living days, he
wrote a book, It was called Fons Vitge"

[brahim laughed. “The Fountain of Life,
or is it the Fountain of Blood?! | see the joke,
Bur surely your famous library must have
had a copy, ves!

".‘5-.]1, there's the 1||q_icy lhll'.,x_:_, [hrahim.
He wrote Foms Vitae when he was alive. He
rewrore it after he died, but no one knows
where he left the manuscript. From the
scraps of his correspondence I've seen, the
second verston was something truly — and
I do not use this word lightly — miracu-
lous, Here we are. Take a step to the left,
if vou please, lbrahim."

Tbrahim bowed with amocking flour-
ish. “Of course, And once we find your
magic dust, and take it to your seer, and find
vaur magical book, perhaps you can then s
answer one small guestion for me?™

[saac looked up. “SWhar is it™
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Allah, save me from madmen, and save me doubly from
dead ones.”

Shaking his head, Isaac ran dust through his fingers.
“You are here, Don [brahim, because you are a man of
honor, and because | saved your noble neck when you
were younger, weaker and less tactful than you are now.
And now you will do me the great and good favor of
respecting your elder in blood, and remaining silent for
one moment while | find exactly what | need. Then we
can leave this mishegotten plague pit of a city, you can
consider your debt to me discharged, and then VOu NEVer
have to see me again, Unless, of course, you want to see
how ie all comes out,”

“Right now all I want to see are the walls of Ceura
receding in the distance. Hurry.”

"Parience, my friend. You wouldn't want me to rush
this and make an error. We'd have to come back and do
this all over again, you know. Ah, here we are,” lsaac
said, and drew a pinch of gray dust from the ground
between his fingers. Gingerly, he reached into his phy-
sicians bag and brought torth a ceramic ask, With long,
thin fingers, he unstopped it and let the dust trickle in.
He repeated the operation three times while Thrahim, at
first interested, grew bored and returned to scanning
their surroundings.

Finally satisfied, lsaac stoppered the lastof the flasks
and put them back in his pouch. “l am quite ready to
leave this place, Ibrahim. 1brahim™

*Sash!" The taller man motioned for silence. “What
do you hear!”

lsaac listened for @ moment. “] hear nothing.”

“That,"” said Ibrahim, “is exactly what | was afraid of.
Ler us depart.”

"Indeed,” lsaac said, and ran. Ibrahim followed, a
half step behind. They bolred through the cemetery gate
as alow, rumbling laughter drifred up over them., “Thun-
der?” Isaac panred.

“There are no clouds,” lbrahim replied, and re-
doubled his pace. Ahead of them, a man — orsomething
that had once been 2 man — jumped out of an alley,
brandishing a wicked-looking knife. With just the mer-
est hint of a break in stride, Thrahim reached our and
clenched his fist. A frisson of cold knotted his stomach,
even as a rope of shadow reached from the alley from
whence the man came, In an instant it wiapped around
his throat, and there was a sudden, sharp sound of
something hard cracking. Then the tenracle dissipated,
and the man's hody slumped to the ground. Before it hit,
[brahim and lsaac were already past it.

IBERIA BY NIGHT

“There'll be more where he came from, I'm sure,”
shouted Thrahim, even as two more rose up from behimd
a peddler's cart and leaped forward. Isaac somehow
nwisted in midair, dodged, and then brought his hand
around on the back of his assailant's neck. The man fell
to the streer and did not move again. [brahim, mean-
while, caught his assailant as the man leaped then threw
him aside, He landed against a wall with a shuddering
crunch, and upstairs a dog began barking. Ahead, more
figures filled the streer. An artow whizzed past, and
shouting could be heard behind them as well.

“We can't fight them all and hope to ger past ibn
5a'id," lsaac shouted. “There's too many."

Ibrahim looked wildly left and right, then suddenly
gestured. “Down this alley. Hurey!” He man, and Isaac
followed. In the street behind, men and things that were
not quite men bellowed defiance. The pursuers ran past
locked doors, past empty barrels and heaps of moldering
trash. The alley was so narrow that the sky above was
reduced to the thinnest strip. The hard-packed dirr and
stone of the alley floor echoed under their foatsteps, and
behind them, the pursuit still came on.

[nevitably, perhaps, the alley ended in awall. At the
top of the wall crouched a half-dozen grim-faced men
with swords. Behind them hovered a cloud of blackness
thar promised something terrible hiding in its depths.
All Ceuta, it seemed, was wiilting for them.

“Well," Isaac said, and turned to Ibrahim, “that rurmed
out poorly, Do you have a plan to get us our of here™

[brahim nodded. “I do,” he said, and with absolutely
no expression he watched a tendril of shadow rear off
Isaac's head. Blood fountained out and the body col-
lapsed to the alley floor. Ibrahim felt the soulless inner
cold he had come to know as his Beasr grow that much
stronger. Then he took 2 step back and waired.

He did not have to wair long. “Ibrahim!" hoomed a
voice from the wall. “[ see you have something for me.”

“I do,” he replied, quictly. “Come down here and
take ir.”

With that, a figure leaped down, landing lightly and
gracefully even in the muck of the alley. He was rall —
taller even than Ihrahim — and he ware all white. “You
cost me three of my childer,” he said.

“Twa. The one [ struck will recover.”

“Three. He failed me. [ don't want him to recover.”

Ibrahim shrugged. “Bismallah. In any case, lsaac ibn
Mushad is dead, and his blood is spilling on my boors. My
part of the bargain is fulfilled. [s yours?




[bn Sa'id nodded. “They are already on their way
back across the water. Damn the old ones for giving this
land back to the Christians. They don't deserve it.”

“With all of the plotting the taifas did against one
another, neither did we. The old enes have spoken. You've
gotten more for your cooperation than many. Be conrent,”

“Oh, | am, [ am.” Ibn Sa'id kicked the corpse, then
leaped back up to the top of the wall. The men who had
stood there had already faded into the night. “I do
wonder, though, lbrahim. He seemed to think you owed
him a debt of honor, and yet you killed him. Why?”

Ibrahim began walking back out of the alley, slowly.
“& promise made to an infidel is no promise ar all, ibn
Sa'id. You should know thar well enough.™

Laughter drifted down. “Well said. This, then, is
farewell to thee, Thrahim. [ won’t see you again.” There
was 4 rustle of cloth, and then suddenly, Ibrahim was
alone. He waited for whar would once have been a dozen
l'.-q:url'ht.'ﬂtﬁ, and then a dozen more.

Satisfied that he was indeed by himself, Ibrahim
turned back to the quickl}' decomposing corpse on the

alley floor. In & matter of minutes, it was nothing but
some dust. Gently, he reached down and ook the
physician’s satchel from the dirr, and with a cough slung
it over his shoulder. Then, he rock a handful of the gray
dust and cast it into the air. There was a night breeze off
the warer, which caught the dust and wafred it off into
invisibility. Before it vanished completely, Ibrahim he-
gan chanting. The language he spoke wasalmost familiar,
the words uncertain. Bur even as Farouk ibn Sa'id led his
childer to the docks, to the ships that awaited them, the
man who answered to no name but Thrahim sang Qaddish
to the night.

And when he was done, he walked out of the alley
and set forth for the city of Burgos. There were promises
one need not keep to an infidel, after all, that one could
still keep to a friend.
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A Lanp Divipep

The [berian Peninsula, which will one day become
Spain and Portugal, is the flash point of Christian-Muslim
conflict in the early thirteenth century. Indeed, while the
Crusades for the Holy Land are fought in Outremer (licer-
ally, “across the sea™), the battle in Theria is in Europe
proper. The Christians have gradually pushed rthe Muslims
south for centuries, bur the battle 1s now i its most chaotic
and decisive stage. And where there are kingdoms to be
won and vengeance to be had, the childer of Caine are
never !'i'll' .'IWFL",.'.

THE CHRISTIAN RECONQUISTA

The Christian north is united behind the conceprof a
reconquest — in Castilian, Reconguista— of the peninsula
from the Muslims who invaded it in the eighth century.
This philesophical unity is hardly secure, however, as a
variety of ambitious kings vie for influence in the Christian
north. Onee the Kingdom of Navarre was supreme, now
Ledn and Castile are on the rise. Yet, the Crown of Aragon
and the Kingdom of Portugal are expanding as well. These
kings and their knights are hardly above fighting one
another. Chapter Two: The Christian Kingdoms derails

these lands.

Tue Moorisa Tairas

The sicuation is much the same in the Muslim south,
known as al-Andalus. Many of these lands have been
Islamic for centuries, but various dynasties have come and
gone. Once the Cordoban Caliphate stood as the apex of
Moonsh Theria, but now it too is a parchwork., The
Almohads, a Berber dynasty thar rules North Africa, claim
to rule al-Andalus from their capiral ar Sevilla. The ouch
is that most of the territory is divided between dozens of
petty kingdoms called taifas, Faced with a dynamic Chiris-
tian threat, they choose 1o fight among one another and
hence seal their doom. Chapter Three: Al-Andalus cov-
s the trifas.

IN THE SHADOWS

With its heady combination of religious fervor, Byzn-
rine intrigues and marrtial exploits, Iberia makes the ideal
nesting ground for Clan Lasombra, The Magisters reign
preeminent among the many local clans, and they intend
to keep it thar way. But the religious and political conflicr
of the Reconquista divides them as well — as fervent

Muslim Lasombra try to save al-Andalus, while their
Christian clanmates embark on the Shadow Reconguista,
In the chaos, many others are trying to position themselves
tocutat the Magisters' power. Chapter Four: Powers That
Be and Chapter Five: The Damned detail many of the

vampiric mtrigues within and around Clan Lasombra.
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FarTtHER COMPLEXITY

The divide between Christian north and Muslim
south is a facile one thar hides much of the richness of
Iberia. Indeed, asthe Reconquisianears its endgame, it's easy
to forget that there are more than just two sides to this war.
There are far more o Ihetians than thar

MiNOrITY GRrOUPS
Indeed, Christian Therians do not think of themselves
as “Spanish” but as Araponese, Navarese, Castilians or any
other local affiliation. The divisions among the Muslim
wifas are even greater, leading to similar local identifica-
tions. Even beyond rhislocalization, there are many mimority
groups whose unique cultures tend to get pushed o the
sidelines of history. Starytellers looking to add flavor— and
parhos — to their chronicles might consider using these
groups. Some of the most important minorities are:

* Basques: The Basque {(or "Euskaldunak” in their
native tongue) speak Euskera, one of the oldest languages
in Europe and very different from any other on the penin-
sula. For the most part, they live in Navarre and are
ethnically distinct from the peoples who surround them
hoth inside the kingdom and in France and Iheria, having
preserved their idenrity among the waves of invaders thar
have passed through the region since prehistoric times. The
Basques have many unique traditions, including the game
of jat alai, which plays an important role in many of their
festivals and celebrations. At the tum of the thirteenth
century, the Basques still rerain much of the identity and
culture, although as Navarre's position becomes weaker
relative to other Therian states, their culture also comes
under threat.

* Jews: There has been a Jewish presence in Iberia
since Visigorhic times. Despite notable incidents of perse-
cuticn, it has remained very healthy, In much of Muslim
Iberia, Jews enjoy status as dhimmi, or protected persons,
and can continue to worship relatively freely (although
they must pay a poll tax for this right). In some Christian
cities, Jewsenjoy similar status, but inothers they have been
comnpelled w converr to Christianity (either in the face of
actual threats or socioeconomic incentives). These con-
verts are called conersos, Those conversos who secretly
]ﬁ:f-—.‘p up private Jewish 'WL]I'ﬁI‘lip are known as mearranos.

* Mozarabs: The Mozarabs are the Christians of
Muslim Iberia. They form a separate communiry and retain
a certain degree of independence as dhammi under Muslim
rule. The Mozarabs have their own rulers, called couns,
who are directly responsible to the Muslim caliph. Special
agents, who ensure they are kept separate from those of the
Muslims, collect their taxes for the Muslim rulers. They are
allowed to maintain their religious hierarchy, and they use
Visigothic canon law. Their liturgy, called the Mozarabic




rite, is similar to that of ancient Gaul and shows influence
from the Byzantine Empire. Although reasonably well
protected, the Mozarabs have suffered persecution in Mus-
lim lands at various points in their E:i:ﬂuq‘.

The chief Mozarab centers are Toledo, Sevilla and
Cordoba. These Christians speak booth Arabic and
Mezarabic, and retain many cultural eaditions from the
Visigothic era. As the Reconguista heats up, more and more
Mozarabs have fallen under Christian rule, where their
exotic ways often make them the ohjects of suspicion and
distrust.

= Muwallads: While many Jews and Mozarabs con-
tite their relivious practice under Muslim rule, many
others have converted to [slam over the centuries. As in
Christian lands, reasons for doing so vary from the threat of
porom to simple economic incenrive (Muslims need not
pay the dhimmi poll tax ), The Muwallads and their descen-
dents maintain an ethic identity largely separate from the
Arab and Berber aristocracy that rules aver them in the
Cordoban, Almoravid and Almohad dynasties. They have
risen to positions of leadership in several kingdoms and
even were in open revolr against the Cordoban state at the
end of the ninth century.

LANGUAGES

The [berian Peninsula is a melting pot of cultures and
religions. The region is likewise home to numerous lan-
guages, each one associated with a particular culture or
kingdom.

= Arabic: Arabic is still widely spoken throughout
Iberia, being a language used in common by all Muslim —
and many non-Muslim — culeures. Both the Jews and the
Mogzarabs frequently use Arabic, even within Christian
rerritories. Likewise, many scholars have learmed Arabic as
a means of reading the ancient texes that survive in Muslim
libraries throughour the peninsula.

* Araponese: [he language of Aragon, it is spoken in
the older parts of that kingdom, including Zaragoza and
Lérida. It is quite similar to Castilian, and will eventually
be absorbed by it.

= Castilian: The Romance language that will become
modern Spunish, Castilian emerged around Burgos in Old
Castile and spread with the Reconguista ro Madrid, Toledo
and the rest of New Castile. It will eventually absork
Aragonese and Leonese as the three kingdoms merge in the
cenfuries [ come.

® Catalan: Spoken in Barcelona and the rest of
Catalonia, Catalan is another Romance language with
similarities to both Castilian and French. Continued con-
tact with Provence and the rest of France maintains that
distinction.
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* Euskera: The language of the Basques, Fuskera is
ﬁ[‘Hﬂc:’.l'l in Navarre and AEY r_*r.1| off r11|_- SLITTH u||u|1|1:_; areas. [t
is a distinct language from all others on the peninsula, and
one of the last healthy remnants of the languages spoken
before Roman times. It shares very little with any of the
Spanish languages. Learning it can be a real challenge.

* Hebrew: .r'\ill'ln:lu;__fll not spi ken as widely as many
other languages, Hebrew remains an umportant rongue of
Iberia. Jewish communities — both under Muslim and
Chnstian rule — continue to use Hebrew in both religious
services and scholarship. In some instances, Jews use Ara-
bic seript to write in Hebrew, requiring skill
lanpuages to deciphet its meaning,

* Leonese: Like Aragonese, Leonese (or, more pre
cisely, astur-leonés) is bound to be absorbed by Castilian in
the centuries to come. It began in Asturias and is now
spoken in most of Ledn, except in the northwest, which
uses Galician, from which Portuguese 15 derved

* Mozarabic: The Mozarab language, Mozarabic is an
archaic dialecr of Castilian Spanish that borrows heavily
from Arabic. Always a minority language, Mozarabic 15
slowly dying out as the Reconguista brings the Mozarahs
under Catholic rule.

*» Portuguese: Another Romance language with com
mon roots with Castilian, Portuguese is spoken in the
expanding Kingdom of Portugal and in the Leonese terri-
tory directly to its north (in the form of Galician)

n hoth




Book

Iheria by Night is your guide to the peninsula from the
Pyrenees wo the Rock of Gibralear. Set just as the Christian
mortals are celebrating their decisive victory ar Las Navas
de Tolosa, it captures a region in the midst of massive
change. This is, of course, a lot to cover in these pages, but
you will find plenty of material to bring your Dark Ages
chronicle ro the peninsula.

CHaprTER BY CHAPTER

Chapter One: Shadowed History presents a survey of
Iberian history from ancient times to Las Navas de Tolosa
and beyond. [t provides information of the Carthaginian
and Romans settlement, on the Visigothic era and on the
histories of the current Muslim and Christian powers at
play. The chaprer focuses on human history but provides
plentiful information on vampiric goings on.

Chapter Two: The Christian Kingdoms covers geog-
raphy and society of the Kingdoms of Navaree, Ledn,
Casrile, Portugal and the Crown of Aragon. It provides
descriptions and derails onall the major cities and theirkey
vampiric inhabitanrs. lmportant intrigues come o lighe
across the Christian norch.

Chapter Three: Al-Andalus provides the same trear-
ment for the Muslim south. It covers all the regions still
under Muslim control, including Valencia, Cardoba,
Sevilla, Granada and the Balearic Islands.

Chapter Four: Powers That Be Examines some of the
key vampiric and mertal institutions at play in Iberia,
These include the doings of the Lasombra's secret council

of Amici Noctis, the Knights of Santiago, and the cabal of

witch-hunrers called the Sword of St. James.

Chapter Five: The Damned provides backeround and
game statistics for some of the most influential and in-
volved Cainites in Iberia. This chapter does not attempr o
catalog all the unliving of the peninsula, of course, only the
key players.

Chapter Six: Legends of the Reconquista provides

toals and advice forsetting achronicle in Theria. Teincludes

IBERIA BY NIGHT

THE ASHIRRA AND VEIL OF NIGHT

[beria by Night serves as an excellent comple-
ment to Veil of Night, the sourcebook on the
Camnites of the medieval Muslim world. That come
includes some basic information on al- Andalus that
this book expands and updates. Veil of Night also
includes a great deal of information on the philoso-
phies and cultures of Cainites in Muslim lands, most
notably the Ashirra sect thar believes in an Izlamic
path through vampirism. These details can only
enrich a chronicle set in [beria, even one starring
Christian characters. Veil of Night is nor required
reading to enjoy Iberia by Night, however. Not
only is all the required information between these
pages, Iberia keeps the Arabic terms to a minimum,
using the European clan and Road names readers are
more familiar with. Those who have Veil of Night
can easily substitute Bay't Mushakis for Clan Brujah
and Tariq el-Umma for Road of Humanity.

adescription of several options, including running a centu-
ries-long Reconguista chronicle or ruling a aifa.
DaTES

Iberia by Night is sct in AD 1212 instead of the
standard Dark Apes date of AD 1197, This is so for twa
reasons: The chronicle supplement Bitter Crusade re-
cently charred major vampiric events in the ptrit)d from
1202 to 1204 or so, and this allows Iberia by Night ro follow
up on some of those plot threads. More importantly,
however, 1212 is simply a more dramaric time than 1197 for
the Reconguaista. It is the year of the grear Christian victory
at Las Navas de Tolosa, which essendally breaks the back
of the Moorish presence on the peninsula (although their
retreat takes many more years). It's more inreresting to play
achronicle set at a moment of rransformarion than one set
15 years before.

It you wish to set your games in 1197 or even in the
decades after 1212, you'll have no difficulty doing so. Use
the history in Chapter One and the destinies of various
characters in Chapter Five to adjust the serring to your
heart's content.
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The history of the lberian Peninsula is a long and
complicated one, filled with multiple waves of invad-
ers, each impressing their culture upon the region.
Since the tenth century, the battles berween the Chris-
tian states of the north and the Muslim empire of the
south have complicated matters further. In addition,
the various Christian kingdoms have long and intricate
relationships, often joining one another as the result of
political alliances or marriages. Those unions then
collapse and new kingdoms are born. Consequently, it
is almost impossible to do proper justice o the history
of the peninsula. What follows is a necessarily abbrevi-
ated and simplified version of [berian history for the
benefit of serting chronicles in this dynamic region of
the Diark Medieval age.

ANCIENT HISTORY

The oldest histories claim that the children of
Tubal and Tarsis first settled the [berian Peninsula.
They were, so the stories go, the son and grandson of
Japheth, himself the son of the patriarch Noah. The
peninsula takes its name from the lherians, a Mediter-
ranean Bronze Age culrure that settled the east coast.
Some claim the Basques are descendents of ancient
Iberians, but the truth of these claims a matter of
conjecture, even among Cainites. Over the course of
several centuries, the [berians and the Celts — wha
occupied much of France, Britain and Ireland in an-
cient rimes — came into close contact. With the Celts
may have come solitary members of Clan Gangrel. If
true, the Animals would have been the first vampires to
inhabir the peninsula — although no trace of such
ancient Gangrel remains. The meeting of the Celts and
Iberians produced the region’s first mulriculrural civili-
zation — a harbinger of the mixing and fusing thar was
to become a hallmark of the peninsula.

The Phoenicians were the first rrue empire-build-
ers to come to [heria. They colonized its Mediterranean
coasts, establishing several sertlements {called “facto-
ties”) inthe south. The most significant of these factories
was Gadir (later Gades under the Romans) on the sire
of what would become Cadiz, Gadir was the center of
Phoenician power in Theria as well as the heart of their
cult of Melgart (a Phoenician god later associared with
Hereules). Although the worship of Hercules has long
since disappeared from Iberia, its presence still echoes
in place names, most notably the Pillars of Hercules ar
the edge of the peninsula. Legends among the later
Cainite population suggest that Followers of Set once
inhabited Iberia, based onmaritime contact with Egypr
and the rest of the Mediterranean basin.

After the Phoenicians came the Greeks, who es-
tablishedseveral coloniesand outposts, including Rodhe
(modern Rosas), Emporium ( Ampurias) and Saguntum
{Sagunto). Both the Phoenicians and the Greeks suc-
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ceeded in bringing lberia into the mainstream of Medi-
terranean culture. Consequently, the peninsula soon
drew the attention of other imperial powers — and the
Cainites who traveled in their wake.

CARTHAGINIAN IBERIA

The next people to ser their eyes on lheria were the
Carthaginians, who first sextled the Balearic Isles in the
seventh century BC. In the sixth century, they ook
possession of Cadiz from the Phoenicians and set up
trading outposts in the south. Following in the wake of the
Carthaginians came Cainites from several clans, most
notably Brujah and Lasombra. Unlike their North Afn-
can counterparts, these Brujah seemed not to equate the
idea of a Cainite utopia with any one place, believing it
transcended both place and time. The Lasombra who
accompanicd them seem to have held similar ideals,
although eldersof the clan soughr to found a society where
Cainites ruled openly over mortals. Both the Brujah, led
by the prophetic Yzebel, and Lasombra neonates who
found common cause with the Zealots opposed the Mag-
ister elders. Infighring thus marked the first few centuries
of verifiable Cainire presence in the peninsula. The Brujah
and vounger Lasombra usually held the upper hand, but
the arrival of the Lasombra elder Zinnridi around 300 BC
shifted the balance. Zinnndi was an accomplished warrior
wha rallied his followers against the Brujah and rebellious
Lasombra. Only his Final Death ar the hands of Yzebel
herself prevented the Lasombra from gaining total domin-
ion over Theria,

Unfortunately, Zinnridi's defeat was a Pyrrhic vic-
tory for the Brujah. Their losses to Zinnridi's arracks
made them easy targets for Roman Ventrue, who ar-
rived later in the third century BC. Mortal Rome's
victory against Carthage in the First Punic War
emboldened the Ventrue, who began to appear in larger
numbers. The mortal Carthaginians responded o their
loss by attempting to conquer the whole of the [berian
Peninsula, believing it would compensate them for
their losses in Sicily and elsewhere. Their conquest was
begun by Hamilcar Barca, and ultimately extended as
far as the Ebro River, bur it met with stiff local resis-
tance. Istolaciusand Indortes, two Celtiberian chiefrains,
raised an army of 30,000 men to fight against the
Carthaginians. In the end, the rebellion was crushed
and the leaders were put to death. Bur Orison, another
lberian chief, defeated Hamilcar ar Helike (modern
Elche), killing the general and throwing the
Carthaginians into disarray.

Asthe Punic Warsheated up, the childerof Zinnridi
abandoned their Carthaginian brethren and supporred
the Roman cause. They did this not out of newfound
love for Ventrue Rome, but for purely pragmatic rea-
sons. They saw that Carthage'’s days were numbered.
Only by supporting Rome could they ever hope o
achieve the dominion their sire sought to achieve.

—




Maoreover, these Cainites saw military prowess as the
highest form of achievement, From this point on, they
slowly began Embracing key military leaders as part of
their ultimate plan for ruling the peninsula.

Meanwhile, a slave assassinated Hasdrubal, the
founder of the city of Cathago Nova (now Cartagena),
causing further chacs., Hasdrubal’s brother-in-law
Hannibal then rook control of the army to deal with the
worseningsituarion, He quickly defeated the rebels and
conguered much of the peninsula, excepr for the Ro-
man dependency of Saguntum. Hannibal hated the
Homans and believed taking the city would consolidare
Carthage’s power in Iberia against them. Instead, it
drew their ire. The Romans decided ro strike back
against their rivals. The Second Punic War resulred in
Carthage's defeat and the complete loss of Iberia. The
Romans were now the peninsula's new masters — anes
wha would not be dislodped for centuries o come.
ROMAN [BERIA

The Carthaginian Brujah remained in Iberia. Indeed,
they were joined b'f many more of their clanmartes after
the final destruction of Carthage in the Third Punic War.
The Iberian Brujah were of a sober disposition. They
believed insubtlety, lying in wait for the right opportuniry
tostrike back against the Ventrue who'd orchestrared the
destruction of their beloved city. For thar marter, they
were equally happy to harm the Lasombra as well, whose
presence they also sensed during the Punic Wars, Thus,
the Brujah encouraged resistance against Roman rule, a
plan that worked for many years,

Intheend, the Brujah miscalculared, believing the
Romans would retaliate against the resistance move-
ment in the same way they'd defeated the Carthaginans.
Instead, the resistance was defeated not only by strength
of arms, but through “romanization.” The peninsula
assimilared the culture and civilization of Rome tosuch
a dugru-.' as o pr-:.lducu rhetoricians like Duintilian,
poets like Lucan, Martial and Silius Ttalicus, philoso-
phers like Seneca, and emperors like Trajan, Hadrian
and Theodosius.

Roman civilization proved an invincible weapon.
Its influence changed life in the peninsula forever.
Medieval [beria is still covered with Foman ruins,
particularly agueducts and bridpes. Yet, the maost Last-
ing Roman influence is linguistic. Today, most
inhabirants of the region speak a Latinate language,
whether it be some dialect of Spanish or Portuguese.
Unly in those regions in which the Basques flourished
was there any significant resistance to the Latin lan-
guage. Of course, since the Moorish invasion, Arabic
has proven influential as well, also affecting the devel-
opment of Spanish and Portupuese,

Under Boman rule, Iberia first received Christian-
ity — and with it a new wave of Lasombra. There is an
ancient tradition thar the Apostles Paul and James

came to the peninsula, as well as the so-called "Seven
Apostolic Men” (named Torquatus, Cresiphon,
Secundus, Indalecius, Caecilius, Hesychius and
Euphrasius), to whom the foundation of various churches
is attributed. Connected with the coming of St. James
is the equally ancient tradition of “Our Lady of the
Pillar” (la Virgen del Pilar) of Zaragoza, an appearance of
the Virgin Mary to St. James himself. Some of the
Damned claim that among or alongside the Apastalic
Men were some of the earliest followers of a Christian
path of the Road of Heaven.

The Iberians were fervent helievers in the new
taith, suffering martyrdom during nearly every persecu-
tion the Romans instituted. The most famous of these
martyrs suffered the persecution of the emperor
Dincletian, which began in AD 302, Some local Ventrue
elders, most notably Prince Flavius Sidonis of Zaragoza,
subtly encouraged the persecutions. Sidonis and his
fellows believed thar Christianity threatened the unity
of the empire during a critical time in its history, Thus,
vampires who converted to the Way of Christ likewise
suffered at the hands of their elders — a wound that
fesrers even roday.

D&’S’pll’& the persecutions, many Church councils
were held in lberia, the most important being those of
Elvira and Zaragoza, as well as the First Council of
Toledo. At the Council of Elvira in AD 324, the
celibacy of the clergy was insisted upon — a practice
that would not become common throughout the Church
asawhole forcenturies. At the Council of Toledo ar the
end of the fourth century, the Filingue (“and from the
SU[]”:'J clause was added ro the Micene (_-:j‘i:{:d, a practice
that would likewise spread throughout the Church in
time, much to the consternation of the Orthodox
Churches, for whom such an addition is illicir at best,
heresy at worst. Nevertheless, this was a time of Chris-
tian flowering in lberia, some of whose grearest
inhabitants would rise ro positions of prominence, most
notably, St. Damasus, who became pope in AD 366. At
the insistence of Damasus, St. Jerome undertook the
translation of the Bible into Latin, producing the Vulgare
used by the entire medieval Church.

ViISIGOTHIC IBERIA

When the Germanic peoples invaded the Boman
Emnpire beginning in the fourth century AD, even
Iberia was not spared their depredations. Among those
who invaded the peninsula were the Alani, a Seythian
people, the Vandals and the Suevians, both Germanic
in ornigin. The Alani were, for the most part, quickly
defeated by the inhabitantsof Iberia. The Vandals, afrer
establishing themselves in Baetica, passed on into Af-
rica, while the Visigoths hemmed in the Suevi in
Cralicia unril the latrer were also defeated.

SHADOWED HISTORY
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These Visigoths, originating in the easr, had sacked
Rome itself in AD 410 under the leadership of Alaric
ind rurned toward the Therian Peninsula. Their leader
was Ataulf, and rthey occupied the northeastern re-
glons, which thereafrer received the name of
Gothalandia, The Visigoths eventually extended their
rule over most of the peninsula, keeping the Suevians
trapped in Gialicia. Finally, the ‘chieftain Euric pur an
end to the last remnants of Roman power in the
peninsula in AD 466, In this way, he may be considered
the first monarch of Iberia, although the Suevians still
maintained their independence in Galicia. Euric was
also the first king to give written laws to the Visizoths.

[he Visigoths were Arian hererics. That is, they
believed that Christ was not ( 1||1-.{ |'-|.|T rather a creation

Uiod, like any other creature. However, the [berian
populace was Carholic and opposed their Visigothic
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rulers in matters of religion. Thus, the Frankish kings of
France (who were Catholics) arrempted to establish
themselves as the protectors of Iberian Catholics, lead-
ing ro frequent disputes berween the Franks and the
Wisigoths. These disputes provided an opening for the
Caimnite Heresy, which made a play for dominion in the
peninsula. Though largely rebuffed, the Heretics put
down roots in what would one day become Porrugal,
thereby laying a groundwork for the future,

The early years of Visigothic rule were thus charac-
terized by both political and religious quarrels. This
creared substantial instability in the peninsula— which
played into Lasombra hands. In the end, King Recared
achieved both religious and political unity by accepting
Catholicism at the Third Council of Toledo in AD 589,
The religious unity established at this council was the
basis for a fusion of the Gorhs with the Iberians, which
would eventually produce the Spanish people.




A SHADOWED LAND

Brujah, Lasombra and Ventrue vampires used the
cover of the Visigothic invasion to make war upon one
another. Each hoped o take advantage of the chaos in
Iberia ro further their goals. The Ventrue hoped 1o
restore Roman rule and a semblance of order. In keep-
ing with their ideals, the Brujah hoped to forge a new
Therian identity that transcended all the elements that
had come betore. Meanwhile, rhe Lasombra refused to
commit en masse to any one faction, instead lerting
their rivals destroy each other and keeping the hands
on the pulse of mortal institutions across the land. This
stratepy can well be called cynical, bur it was well
advised and ushered in a era of Magister supremacy on
the peninsula. In AL 585, the Final Death of the Brujah
elder Yzebel at the hands of Ventrue raiders, in what
would become northern Porrugal, sealed the fate of
both Zealors and Patricians in lberta. Indeed, although
the Ventrue claimed Yzebel's blood, they did so only
with Lasombra support. The raiders all met untimely
death soon thereafter. Although vampires of every clan
would be found across Iberia, rhe peninsula was from
that point on Magister land.

MusriMm IBERIA

In the second half of the seventh century, the Byzan-
tine resurgence begun under Justinian | fell befare the
expansion of slam. By AD 698, most of North Africawas
in Muslim hands, including Egypt. In 705, al-Walid 1,
caliph of the Umayyad dynasty, appointed Musa ibn
MNusayr povernor of these new territories of the empire.
Musa then conquered the rest of North Africa as far as
Tangiers. He also used his new position to begin convert-
ing the Berbers to lslam— aslow and difficult undertaking
at which he succeeded beyond all expectations.

As Musa's armies advanced, the Assamires advanced
with them, using the foo of war as a cloak for the activities
of theirclan. Likewise, some of the surviving Carthaginian
Lasombra, as well as new arrivals, saw the march of Islam
as the perfect opportunity to advance their own schemes.
By the time Musa's armies reached the farthest edge of
North Africa, bothclanshad ensconced themselves in the
new Muslim society. But Cainives of both clans hoped the
brilliant leader would not be content with his victories
and seek out new conquests across the sea.

Those hopeswere realized when the Christian rulerof
Ceuta, Count Julifn, reached an apreement with Musa to
launich a joint invasion of the Therian Peninsula. The
invasion was thus the result of both a Muslim readiness to
conquer and a call for aid from the Visigothic faction loyal
to the family of King Witiza. These partisans had lost their
positions of power in 710 when the usurper Rodripo
assassinated Witiza. The Muslimsseemed to be the perfect
allies against the supporters of Rodrigo. In 711, Musa sent
a Berber army under Tariq ibn Ziyad across the strait
whose modern name, Gibraltar, derives from his own.

Upon theirarrival, the Berbersfought against Rodrigo and
defeared him in battle.

Instead of rerurning to Africa, however, Tarigmarched
north and conquered Toledo, the Visigothic capital,
where he spent the winter of 711, The following vear,
Musa led another army deeper into the peninsula and
conguered Mérida after a lengthy siege. He reached Tarig
in Toledo in the summer of 713, From there, Musa
advanced northeast, taking Zaragoza and invading the
country up o the northern mountains, He then moved
from west to east, forcing the natives ro submit ro Muslim
rule or flee. Both Musa and Tariq were recalled o Syria by
the Umayyad caliph; they deparred the region in 714. By
then, most of the peninsula was in Muslim hands.

The rapidity of Muslim success resulved in large part
from the fact rhar Visigothic society had not succeeded
inach it'."-'i:n:__t A FEnuIne syn thesis: rf:t.-i various elere s
It was still rent by doctrinal and political disputes
stemming from the Visigoths' own conquest of the
peninsula centuries hefore. In fact, some elements of
society, such as the Jews, were particularly hostile
toward the Visigothic government — and with good
FCASON. li.‘j._['rﬂ strictures :,Ij:_';:ii[l‘i'l_' Ii'u:tn were L*?c.’l:,'{‘t‘.ding_flf,'
harsh in places like Toledo.

h']-l"ttlt.r"-'t'r. Ii‘li.‘ Muslim CongLes| hruuglu advan-
tages to many. The tax burden, for example, was less
onerous under the Muslims than it had been under the
Visigoths. Likewise, serfs who converted 1o lslam be-
came freedmen and were dependents of the nobleman
whao had conquered the territory to which they were
attached. Jews were no longer persecured and were
placed on an equal legal footing with those Christians
whao did not renounce their faich.

The situation was somewhat different for the
Cainites living in the area. The Brujah and Venrrue
who had survived their wars during the Visigothic era
fought against the invaders (including some Muslim
clanmates), but were ultimarely displaced and fled
north, Many Lasombra also fled, fearing the wrath of
the Ashirra (as the Muslim Cainires called themselves).
However, many stayed, understanding that they could
use Muslim society as a veil just as easily as they could
Christianity. When Ashirra Lasombra moved into the
region from Africa and the Middle East, they found
Iberian clanmates ready to accept them. The divide
between those Lasombra who accepred the Moors and
thase who fled north has never healed.

THE DEPENDENT EMIRATE

The first half of the eighth century saw the birth of a
new sociery in [heria. The Arabs formed the ruling class.
Below them were the Berbers, who made up the majority
af the troops used 1o invade Iberia, and beneath them were
|berians who had converted to [slam. This latter ¢lass
formed the majority of the region's native population
because social and economic motives induced many to

SHADOWED HISTORY




convert. Christians and Jews who retained their religions
came next in the social hierarchy. For this privilege, these
“People of the Book” paid a small tax o the Muslim
povernment. At the bottom of the class strucrure were
slaves, whose numbers came primarily from caprured
northemers and black Africans. The Ashirra mirrored
their mortal counterparts in their hierarchy, although
ghouls rather than slaves formed the lowest rung.

The period between 711 and 756 is called the
“dependent emirate” because Muslim Iheria, or al-
Andalus, was a dependency of the Umayyad Caliphate
of Damascus, These vears were marked by continuous
hostilities between Arabfacrions as well as hetween the
social classes. Despite these upheavals, the Muslims
continued their expansion into Europe — as did the
Cainites who traveled with them. Muslim expeditions
made forays across the Pyrences regularly uneil 732. At
that ritne, the Franks, led by Charles Martel, defeared
the Muslims, led by the emir ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-
Ghafiqi, at the Battle of Poitiers. This was the furthest
reach of the Moorish conquest in Europe. It is also
marked the beginning of serious Christian Cainite
resistance to the Ashirra.

Events elsewhere also contributed to the Muslim
retreat, For example, a Berber rebellion against the
Arabs in North Africa proved disastrous for Iberia. It
brought about the depopulation of the northwestern
portion of the peninsula, whose primary inhabitants
had been Berbers. Likewise, the rebellion broughr a
Syrian army and its leader Balj to al-Andalus, thereby
creating yet another taction for this strife-tom region.
This unfortunate situation changed for the better with
the establishment of an independent emirate in 756 by
‘Abd ar-Rahman lad-Dakhil. ‘Abd ar-Rahman was the
only LUimayyad prince to escape the slaughter of his
family ar the hands of the ' Abbasids, who ook over the
Muslim empire from the Umayyads. Safe in al- Andalus,
he declared political independence from the ‘ Abbasids,
although he continued to recognize their authority in
religious matters,

THE INDEPENDENT EMIRATE

The Andalusian Umayyad dynasty ruled lberia
from 756 until 1031, During this time, science and
learning flourished, as did the arts, Al-Andalusachieved
a level of sophisticarion unmatched in Europe at that
time. In the shadows, irartracted significant numbersof
Brujah (or Mushakisin, o use their Arabic name), who
had begun to believe the Moors could creare the utopia
of which [l‘:l."g-' dreamed. The rift berween the Muslim
and Christian branches of the Lasombra grew as the
Ashurraarrogantly pressed their claims over their Chris-
tian brethren. Certain Assamites also gained a greater
measure of domain in al-Andalus durinp:'th].l; |'H:mui.
[ndeed, shortly after the mortal *Abd ar-Bahman fled
Damascus, the ancient Assamite warrior Hilel al-Masaan
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arrived in Cérdoba. One of the first of Hagim's brood 1o
convert to Islam, he was a powerful force and quickly
established himself as Sultan of Cordoba, with a claim
to domain across Moorish lheria. Al-Masaari had been
awarriot before he became a schemer, however, and was
happy to let his sultanate’s affairs be managed hy
Assamire viziers and Lasombra aids.

‘Abd ar-Rahman based his power upon an Arabic
aristocracy affiliated with his dynasty and lavished
riches and power on these allies. At the same time, he was
ever mindful of the slightest sign of rebellion or any
undermining of his authority, both of which he punished
with great ruthlessness. ‘Abd ar-Rahman wasalso acham-
pion of Muslim orthodoxy, protecting the faith against all
opponents. Thus, he launched a series of campaigns
against the Christian state of Asturias. In the eastern part
of 1beria, he was troubled by intrigues of the ‘Abbasids,
while in the north he had to cope with the ambitions of
Charlemagne. Fortunately for al-Andalus, Charlemagne
proved incapable of taking control of lberia. The Franks
had to be content with occupying only the Spanish March
in modern Catalonia. While far less than they had hoped
for, this cccupation hemmed in the Muslims, which
emboldened Ventrue and Lasombra.

‘Abd ar-Rahman I's successors, Hisham I and al-
Hakam |, spent much of their reigns dealing with unrest
among the Arab nobility. A massive rebellion in Toledo
required the hiring of large numbers of Berber and Slav
mercenaties — as well as new taxes to pay for them.
Unsurprisingly, such amove proved almast as disastrous as
the rebellion itself, creating further instabilicy. Despite the
best efforts of both the Brujah and Christian Lasombra ro
take advantage of the situation, the Muslims were able o
regain their footing, proving once more that mortals
determined the destiny of lberia, not Cainites.

‘Abd ar-Rahman I1's reign is remembered as a time of
political, administrative and cultural repeneration. During
hiis time as emit, he embarked upon an impressive program
of “easternizing” Iberia, that is, tuming al-Andalus into a
proper Muslim country like those in the Middle Easr.
While largely successful, this program met with resistance
from the Mozarabs, or Arabic-speaking Christians. En-
couraged by the leaders Alvaro and St. Eulogin, they
sought to encourage resistance to the Muslims through
acts of martyrdom. Maost commonly, this involved publicly
reviling the Propher Muhammad, an offense punishable
by death from 850 onward. The emir reacted remarkably
calmly to this wave of blasphemy by encouraging those
accused to repent and thereby avoid the penalry. Never-
theless, a conservarive faction wirthin the Mozarabic
community kept this resistance active for nearly a decade,
resulting in 53 executions before ecclesiastical aurhorities
stepped in and discouraged any further martyrdom. The
Chiristian Lasombra took advantage of these persecutions
o Embrace several Mozarabs, who formed a corps of anri-
Muslim firebrands to bartle against the Ashirra.




In foreign policy, ‘Abd ar-Bahman 1l showed a con-
cern for diplomacy. He exchanged ambassadors with both
the Byzantine Empireand the Frankish king Charles [1 the
Bald. He wasalso able toconfront the constantly growing
incursions of the Vikings, whom he defeated in the
vicimty of Sevilla. Finally, "Abd ar-Rahman Il established
permanent defenses against these northern invaders (and
the emherjar vampires who traveled with them) by the
creation of twonaval bases, one on Atlantic ar Sevilla and
another on the Mediterranean ar Pechina. These bases
curtailed the Viking threar to lberia.

However, the grear emir's successors were confronted
with a new problem, which was just as dangerous: Muslim
converts known as manwallads, The muwallads formed the
majority of lbenia's population, but they lacked political
power commensurare with their overwhelming numbers.
Consequently, they rose in revolt m both the north and
the south of the peninsula in 879, The revolt lasred, inone
formor other, for 30 years. In order tonip asimilar problem
among the Ashirma in the bud, Sultan Hamid al-Diossadi
initiated reforms within his domain of Sevilla. He liberal -
ized the hicrarchy, allowing non-Arabs to gain positions
of power within his realm.

By 930, the musallad unrest had ended and the
Umayyads were once more safe on their thrones. During

this time, the Muslim Lasombra (called the thilnr al-

Khayal, literally the “Clan of Shadows") likewise consoli-
dared their grip on Iberia, to the chagrin of both their
Christian and Muslim rivals. This fact also weakened the
Assamites (or Banu Hagim); without a threat o the
survival of Islam in the peninsula, the Saracens seemed
almost anachronistic. Theirinfluence in the region reached
a low point — a posirion from which they would nor
recover for some tine.

Tue CAupHATE OF CORDORA

Although very much concerned with lberian marters
*Abd ar-Rahman Il did not neglect international diplo:
miacy. In particular, he found himself dealing with the
issue of [beria's relationship to the ‘Abbasid Caliphate at
Baghdad. Until 910, there existed religious uniry among
the Muslim domains, each one acknowledping the ulti
mate authority of the caliph in Baghdad. Once the Farimids
declared their own caliphate in Tunis, this situation
changed and 'Abd ar-Rahman 1| took advantage of it.
Thus, he adq'}}"lLl..‘l.l the title of L'.;l]:]‘lh in 929, prn..:|;',i|1'|-_r|.;_- 3
new regime, known as the Caliphare of Cardoba, which
would rule al- Andalus for more than a century. Ironically,
Christian Cainites saw this action as positive for theirown
cause, for it assured them that Islam was no longer unirted.
They rightly believed they could use the dissent within irs
ranks to wreak havoe,
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Meanwhile, the Christian kingdoms of the north
continued to make war on al-Andalus, 'Abd ar-Raliman
[T suftered a severe defeat in 939 ar Simancas. Formunately
for him, the intermnal weakness of the Kingdom of Ledn
enabled him to restore his domination of the peninsula
through political means. He consolidated his position
through several embassies to Holy Roman Emperor Orro
I, 1o the Christian sovereigns of the peninsula, to the pope
and to Byzantium. The corsair enclave in Fraxinetum in
southern France likewise acclaimed his sovereignty.

From Tunis, the Fatimid Caliphate endeavored o
establish an empire that would reach as far as the Atlanric

and would include al-Andalus. In order to prevent
Fatimid hegemaony in the Maghrib, the Cordoban caliph
occupied the North African ports of Melilla and Ceuta by
931. Intense naval warfare between the two caliphates
coincided with clashes on land and actempes acsubversive
wars in northwest Africa. Infact, *Abd ar-Rahman almost
succeeded in overthrowing the Fatimid Caliphate by
supporting rebel factions. The conflict dragged on for
vears, ending only when the Fatimids conquered Egypt in
909 and lost interest in the Maghrib, This created 2 power
vacuum thar was rapadly filled by the Umayyads.

As the Chiristian Lasombra had suspecred, Islam was
now hopelessly rent with internal conflicts, both in day
and night. The [berian Ashirta now spent as much time
fighting one another as they did fighting against Christian
enemies, despite the best efforts of Hilel al-Masaari and
ather charismatic sultans. The Sulian of Sevilla, the

Toreador Haytham ibn Jakeem, formed a short-lived
movement within the Ashirea tharadvocated unity in the
face of the Christian threat, Unfortunately, Haytham fell

to the same infighting he hoped toend -~ an ironic fate
for so forward-thinking an Ashirra.

‘Abd ar-Rabman 111 was succeeded by his son al-
Hakam 11 in 961, who also adopred the title of caliph. His
reign was peaceful, he succeeded in resolving the problem
of the Maghrib thanks to the incredible strategic ability of
his general, Ghalib, and the policies of his advisor,
Abu'Amiral-Ma'afiri, who was known as al-Mansur, “the
Victoriows One.” Upon the death of al-Hakam, his young
son, Hisham [ al-Mu'ayyad, occupied the throne, Hisham
Il grew up under the tutelage of his mother, Aurora and
the vizier Ja'far al-Mushafi. In 978, al-Mansur eliminated
the vizier and seized control of the government. He then
used his influence ro weaken the position of the caliph,
delegatingall real authority to himself, becoming the true
power behind the throne

Al-Mansur used his newfound power to conquer
most of the Maghrib, which he rransformed into the
viceroyalty of Cérdoba, He likewise prevenred the
growth of the Christian kingdoms of northern Iberia by
attacking their domains wirh grear regularicy — ap-
proximately every six months. He showed no mercy
toward them, sacking their capirals as often as possible.
With the support of a professional army consisting
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predominantly of Berbers, who obeyed him withour
question, al-Mansur sidestepped the Arab aristocracy,
who were largely opposed to his weakening of the
caliph's authority. He likewise avoided dealing with the
slaves, many of whom had achieved positions of authaor-
ity within the government. The result was an extremely
efficient, dynamic kingdom, but one that depended
almost entirely upon his continued rulership.

Al-Mansur was everything the Lasombra could
want in a leader: strong, decisive and rational. He
understood the strengths and weaknesses of his position
and used them wisely. He surrounded himself with the
greatest poets and artists of his age, as well as grear
philosophers and religious thinkers. Al-Mansur like-
wise continued his program of regular raids against the
Christian kingdoms, winning over 50 battles by the
time of his death in 1002, The question of whether o
Embrace al-Mansur occupied many nights among the
Amici Nocts, especially those with Muslim symparhies.
Ultimately, it was decided that such a man would have
to be drawn into the clan willingly, through a slow
exposure to the hidden truths. The Muslim Lasombra
Ibrahim is said to have led the effort to bring al-Mansur
intothe shadow. That he failed is raken by most to mean
the preat man refused the offer.

When al-Mansur died, his son, Abd al-Malile Al-
Muzaffar, continued his policies. He further weakened
Hisham Il and fought against the Christians, but had
the misfortune to die prematurely, His brother ‘Abd ar-
Rahman Sanchuelo lacked the skill and determination
necessary to maintain the structure built by his father,
and an uprising that sought to restore the political nights
of Caliph Hisham Il resulted in Sanchuelo's death. Tt
also spelled the end of the Umayyad dynasty in Iheria,
although no one yet knew it, least of all the Muslim
Lasombra. They were still smugly satisfied with the
greatness of the empire al-Mansur had managed o
create through his unorthodox acrions.

THE KINGDOMS OF
THE TRIFAS

‘Abd ar-Rahman Sanchuelo's death resulted in years
of unrest, most notably from 1009 to 1031, During this
time, the social and political unity among Andalusians
began to unravel — with unfortunate consequences for
all. The result was anarchy and the formation of numerous
mdependent kingdoms, or wifas. The political history of
the period reads like an uninterrupted series of civil wars.
Preeminent is the confrontation between the Arab fac-
tions, under the leadership of Sevilla and the Berbers, led
by Granada. Over time, Sevilla succeeded in uniting
southern al-Andalus under its banner, Only Granada and
Milaga resisted this rising stare. This regime was ruled by
al-Mu'tadid, a thoroughly unscrupulous man who pre-
tended to havefound the vanished Hisham I al-Mu'ayyad.




Al-Mu'mdid was succeeded by his son al-Mu'tamid, who
was known as a poet as well as a ruler. In the east, except
for a brief period when the small state of Denia built a
powerful fleet that enabled it to stage incursions through-
out the western Mediterranean, the taifas preserved a
certainequilibrium. Farther to the north, the taifas wasted

their time in interminable internal quarrels, much to the
chagrin of the Muslim Lasombra.

The Christian states took advantage of the hreakup
of the Umayyad Caliphate. They slowly began to
expand their borders, retaking lands lost centuries
before. However, the Christians lacked the popula-
tions necessary to hold huge conquests. Thus, they
moved conservatively and acted to build up the gains
they did make. They imposed various taxes and tributes
on the taifas, most notably the parias, a form of annual
tribure by which the taifa kings could buy immunity
from attack for another year. In point of fact, the parias
were nothing more than protection money, but his
tribure revitalized the economy of the Christian states.
[ralso created friction berween the Muslim rulers of the
tifas and their own subjects, because the kings con-
tinually imposed more burdensome taxes to generate
sufficient funds ro buy off the Christian kingdoms for
another year. When cash was lacking, the taifas devalu-
ated their currency, minting new coins. The Christians
would not accept this, however, and the taifa kings
were then forced to increase taxes yet again, alienaring
them from their subjects even more. The extravagant
luxury in which the kings maintained themselves only
added to popular resentment and further deseabilized
the Muslim hold on [beria.

At Nisur AMoNG THE ThiFas

The rise of the taifas was a heyday for the Lasombra
on both sides of the religious divide. With the collapse
of Cordoban central authority, the Assamite Hilel al-
Masaari’s claim 1o overall domain became impossible
to enforce, and other sultans rose to places of promi-
nence. In Granada, the Lasombra Badr made his
presence known, although his power would only rise to
shake the peninsula in later centuries. More troubling
was the rise of Miriam bint Aisha in Cérdoba. A
Lasombra mistress of intrigues, she claimed no official
domain (and even publicly supporred al-Masaari as
sultan), bur in private she began to weave a web of
mfluence. The instability of the wifas suited her needs,
the good of the Muslim cause be damned.

Unsurprisingly, this course of events suited the
Christian Lasombra quite nicely. The whole of the
eleventh century was a splendid time for them, as they
both strengthened their hold on the Iberian Church
and weakened their Muslim rivals. As they did so, they
displaced the last Ventrue with any real authority,
whose antiquated approach to the Muslim occuparion
had weakened them greatly.

During this time, the Gangrel elder Shabago the
Nubian also announced his conversion to Islam, The
Animals had rejected Muslim faith just as they had
Christianity, asaweak calling for mortal sheep. Shabaqo,
an ancient of the clan, however, had found some strong
and faithful allies among the Ashirra and lisrened o
their stories of the Prophet. Hilel al-Masaari, both a
Muslim and a rerrible warrior, was the closest thing
Shabago had ro a friend. It was he who guided Shabago
to an Ashirra imam when he was ready to convert in
1005. Although some Gangrel called him weak and
some Ashirra called him blasphemous, he and his
childer became an important part of the unliving mao-
saic of al-Andalus. The term “Taifa Gangrel” soon
came to mean those Animals who followed a Muslim
warrior'’s code and spread beyond the peninsula to the
rest of the Muslim world. In Iheria, they preyed only on
Christians and Jews, a fact that marked them for par-
ticular hatred by Cainites promoting the Reconquista.

THE ALMORAVIDS

Just how vulnerable Muslim lberia had become
became clear with the Castilian occuparion of Toledo
in 1085, Toledo was the key to the Meseta Central
Plateau and therefore to the entire peninsula, and its
fall rightly alarmed the remaining taifa kings. For help
stemming the rising Christian ride, they looked to a
powerful Berber confederation in northwestern Africa
called the Almoravids (literally, “Those Dwelling in
Frontier Fortresses”). The Berbers were quite willing to
help restore Muslim hegemony over Iheria. Their ruler,
Yusuf ibn Tashufin entered the peninsula from Noreh
Africa and evenrually reached the fields of Zalaca,
north of Badajoz, where he defeared a Castilian army
under Alfonso V1 in [086. Althoush a hlow to Chris-
tian confidence, thishattle had no lasting consequences,
as Yusuf was unable to capitalize upon itand returmed to
North Africa. Almoravid policy in lberia remained
indecisive over the next two years, but the siese of
Aledo in 1088 convinced Yusuf that he needed to pur
an end to the mr’ﬁm if he were to rescue Islam in [heria.

From 1090 onward he deposed the rulers of the
taifas, beginning with those of Granada and Milaga, In
1091, he did the same to the rulers of Almeria atud
Sevilla, and he followed in 1093 with the ruler of
Badajoz. Only Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar, known as El Cid
("the Lord" in [berian Arabic usage), was able to resist
the Almoravids. El Cid had established himself in an
independent kingdom centered on Valencia.

The figure of El Cid is an anomaly of lberian
history. At first, he served as a mercenary in the taifa of
Zaragoza. Later, he became an independent prince in
the east, ruling over lands that were mainly inhabited
by Muslims.

El Cid had rthe good fortune, however, of finding
efficient administrators among the Mozarabs in his
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domain, thereby enabling it to prosper in these difficult
rimes, In addition, hissuperb grasp of Almoravid racties
enabled him to overcome their greater numbers, lead-
ng to several glorious victories. Upon his death in
1099, Valencia fell into the controls of his followers,
wha held ivuntil 1102, At that time, they were forced
to evacuate and seek refuge in Castile. With the fall of
Walencia, the Almoravids were able o expand their
conguests in the peninsula, culminating in the fall of
Laragoza in 1110,

Ironically, the fall of Zaragoza, marked the beginning
of the end for the Almoravids. The Aragonese king,
Adfonso [, and his stepson, Alfonso VI of Castile, begana
series of attacks against the frontiers of the Muslim do-
mains, many of which were quite successful. Mareover, the
Almoravids found themselves distracted by religious upris-
ings in North Africa, Consequently, they were unable to
fight back against the renewed assaults of Arapon and
Castile, So precarious was the Almoravid position that
they were forced to hire Christian mercenaries to mount
even a feeble defense against their enemies. In 1118,
£aragoza fell to Arapon, which likewise conquered a larpe
part of the valleysof the Jalén and the Jiloca. The Almoravids
managed to defeat the Araponese ar Fraga in 1134, but
their victory proved ephemeral because the Muslims lacked
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the resources to exploit it properly. Throughout Aragon's
battles, Christian Camites attacked thetr Muslim counter-
parts. Led by warriors such as Tercio Bravo and Elieser de
Polanco, they struck major blows against the Ashirra and
turthered the cause of the shadow Recomguista,

{Unmar anp EL Cip

Far the Cainites of Iberia, the Almoravid |j~l;11'ud is
notable for two major factors: the arrival of the Assamire
Umar al-Rashid and the life of El Cid. Umar was a
prominent member of the vizier caste who had been
preving among the Berbers for many years. He saw in
them the potential to reinvigorate the Muslim drive
toward conquest and helped set the stage for the
Almoravid invasion. Umar set himself up in Sevilla,
where he quickly helped end a period of vampiric
instability by supporting the Brujah Gerusah bine Yoav
for the position of sultan. There he has remamed, bur
his dreams of unity and drive among the Ashirma were
quickly undone by the machinations of the Lasombra
Miriam bint Aisha. The two remain rivals to this night.

As for El {.:illl like al-Mansur before !Iil“. he be-
came the subject of fascination among Ibertan Lasombra.
Indeed, they almost worshiped him as a living embodi-
ment of their ideals: decisive action and awillingness o




do what needed to be done, wharever the cast. Just like
al-Mansur, the clan ruled that he had ro be brought to
the Embrace if he were to come under the shadow, and
just like al-Mansur he seemingly refused, Since his
bones have been moved to Burgos, the tomb of El Cid
serves as a rallying point for the shadow Recomaquusta
against the Ashirra. Cainires like Tercio Bravo — a
former companion of E1 Cid — still use his memory to
inspire a new generation of vampires to take up his
mantle in the fight against the Moors. (For more on El
Clid, see sidebar.}

THE ALMOHADS

Umar al-Rashid was not an Assamite to be easily
thwarted. He knew that other Berber dynasties werc on
the rise and he bided his time, He used catspaws in
North Africa ro back the rise of one such dynasty — the
Almohads (“Those Who Affirm the Unity of God”) —
most notably through the instrument of zealous young
warriors of his clan. He knew the dynasty would turn its
sights on lberia ar last. This hope was justified when
‘Abd al-Mu'min became leader of the dynasty in 1130.
He decided that the only way to restore Muslim power
in Iberia was first to conquer the remaining taifas and
impose direct Almohad dominion over the region.
Unly then, he reasoned, could Islam triumph over the
Christian states of the peninsula. Umar quietly sup-
ported thispolicy, working behind the scenes to weaken
any taifa that stood in the way of the Almohads, such as
that of [bn Mardanish, ruler of Valencia, Murcia, Jaén,
Granada and Cardoba. The Assamite warriors rode the
wave of Almohad progress, displacing stubborn
Lasombra. Miriam bint Aisha saw some of her pawns
fall in this wave but set about enacting her own
counterintrigues.

The Almohads assumed the title of caliph and used
their newfound religious authority to introduce severe
new laws and measures, Their intention was o
strengthen their Empire tl‘il‘LJLIgi‘l religious unification,
Thus, they compelled both Christians and Jews in their
domains to convert to lslam or emigrate — a decision
thar greatly bolstered support against them in Iberia.
Nevertheless, these strictures seemed to have a benefi-
cial effect, as the Almohad empire reached heights of
power unseen in western Islam since the days of the
caliphate of Cérdoba.

The Almohads then renewed the war against the
Christians by defeating the king of Castile, Alfonso
VI, in 1195 at che Bartle of Alarcos. The vicrory was
a great one for the Almohads. Unfortunately, they
proved no more able to capitalize on it than had their
predecessors, the Almeravids. This gave the Christians
the time they needed to regroup for another series of
battles, culminating in the Battle of Las Navas de
Tolosa in 1212.

Las Navas pe Torosa

Beginning in 1210, Alfonso VIII of Castile was
preparing to launch a renewed attack against the
Almohads. He launched numerous deep raids into
Muslim territory, some of which finally drew the atten-
ticn of the Almohad caliph, Muhammad al-Nasir. The
caliph struck back hard, eventually raking Salvartierra,
a castle of the Order of Calatrava in 1211, News of this
counterattack alarmed Pope Innocent 111 who promptly
summaoned a great crusade against the Almohads, which
brought thousands of reinforcements acrass the Pyrenees
(utider the command of the bishops of Narbonne,
Bordeaux and Nantes). In addition, there came the
troopsand personal leadership of Sancho VI of Navarre,
Pedro I of Aragon and Alfonso 11 of Porrugal.

The result of Innocent’s summaons was the largest
Christian army in Spanish history, which assembled in
Toledo in June of 1212, with the intention of retaking
Salvatierra — but whose destiny was far greater, The
huge army left Toledo on the 20th of July and entered
the town of Malagén, where the French erusaders razed
and killed the entire population (despite the opposition
of Castilians). Shortly thereafter, they entered Calarrava,
where lberian leaders signed an armistice with the
Maoors. At this point, most of the foreign crusaders left,
disappointed in the Iberians' desire for peace aver
conquest. Nevertheless, the remaining troops moved
on toward Salvatierra,

Meanwhile, the Almohad troops were encamped on
the level plain of Las Mavas de Tolosa, just to the south of
the Despefiaperros pass through the Sierra Morena. The
Almohads had blocked a narrow canyon known as el
Muradal, through which the Christian army would have o
pass. The Christian army considered retreating, but soon
found an unknown pass, known as el Rey, thanks to the
effortsofa local shepherd. Thus, the two armiesfinally met
on July 16 and the bartle erupted.

The Castilian king, Alfonso VIII, commanded the
center of the Christian army, while Pedro 1l com-
manded the left wing and Sancho VII of Navarre the
right. The Castilian militias were equally distribured
among the three divisions. These infantry detachments
were mixed with cavalry forces, a move King Alfonso
believed would protect his flanks from envelopment.
The Moors also resorted toa conventional arrangement
of their troops in three unirs along a line with a reserve
held back. They also had an advance line of light
skirmishers, whose thrust against the Christian lines
opened the bartle. Archers and North Africans oceu-
pied the center, while local Andalusian troops occupied
the two wings.

The battle began in earnest when Christian forces
began an advance against the Muslim skirmishers and
scattered them while moving roward the main bady of
the Moors. The two armies then engaped in chaotic
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Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar was born in 1043 near
Burgos, in Castile. The son of a minor noble and a
wealthy mother, he was brought up in the houschold
of the boy who would grow to be Sancho 11 of Casrile.
An excellent soldier, ar age 22 he was named armiger
repis {commander of the roval Loy s} by his friend
Sancho, and two years thereafter helped negotiate the
treaty that made Zaragoza a tributary of Casrile. By thar
ril.'l'H.'.. ]‘H'\ !'v:'|"| ITATION as a ui'TlL'l':ll ".'I'I AED WL lLl]\I NEeEver ]I i
was already firmly in place.

Unfortunately, the Cid's parron Sancho died while
attempting to ammex Ledn o the Castilian crown, and in
an ironic tum of events, was succeeded by his brothes
Alfonso — the former king of Ledn. Recosmnizing talent,
however, Alforso invited de Vivar into hiscourt, albeir at
a reduced rank, and arranged for a marriage o his niece
Jimena, daughter of the Count of Oviedo

However, de Vivar never fit in well ar court, and
in particular his rivalry with his replacement as armigey
regis, one Count Garcla Ordofiez, proved o be his
downfall. In 1079, de Vivar was on a mission to the
kingdom of Sevilla when it was invaded by an army
from Granada, supported by Garcia Ordofiez. De Vivar
win a resounding victory for Sevilla ar Cabra. This set
the stage for further conflice with Alfonso V1, and in
1081, after an unauthorized raid on Toledo, de Wivar
was banished.
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andd for the next few years, de Vivar served in Zaragcza,
Dhiring thit time he won victories over Léridain 1082 and
Aracon in 1084, It wis during this time thar El Cid
acquired his other most famous epithet, El Campeadi
("“The Champion™), and leamed enough of politicking o
lay the groundwork for his future ambitions. By 1090, he
was weell on his way to having Valencia as a eributary, and
by 1092 he besieged the ciry after an acr of rebellion by irs
gadi, ibn Jahhaf, resulted in the death of the city's ruler.
Despite Almoravid assistance, ibn Jahhaf surrendered in
My 1004, When the situarion was settled, de Vivar had
him bumed alive. Over the next few vears, while puta-
tively a tributary of Alforsc V1, El Cid umed Valencia
into his private kingdom, status cemented by the strategic
matriages of his davghters to other potentates,

The Christian kingdom of Valencia did nor long
outlast its king, however. De Vivar died in 1099, and
by 1 102 the city was in Almoravid hands. Alfonso V]
had judged it indefensible and bumed what he could o
the ground. De Vivar'sbody was removed and reburied
in the ma WASEETY | if San Pedro de Cardefia, outside of

Burgos. His legend, however, lived on long after his
death. The images of the unbeatable general, revered
by Moor and Christian alike, coalesced into El comiar de
min Cid (“The Song of the Cid"), the epic poem of
Castile. His resting place became the center of an
energetic “tomb cult” among mortals, and in death de
Vivar became eulogized and transformed into the sym-
bol of the Recongasia.,

AMONG THE SHADOWS

For good or for ill, Cainites have not been immune
tor this process of mythicization, Perhaps because (as it
is said ) he turned down their offer of etemity, perhaps
because they were genuinely awed by his achievements
and bearing, the Lasombra of northern Theria have
formed their own tomb cult around the man. It is
considered ficting for a yvoung Lasombra who is on the
vetge of being introduced ro Cainite society — or the
Amici Noctis — to stand a day's vigil at the Cid's tomb
in hopesofbeing able to emulate his statecraft, nobility
and military prowess. Members of the Shadow
Recomquista do so as well, though their purpose in the
vigil ismore to identify wirh de Vivar as Reconguistador.
Regardless, the tomb of the Cid is considered the
nearest thing toashrine for many martialand Christian
Lasombra on the peninsula, at least those less than a
century and a half under the shadow. This, of course,
meansrharequally young and hotheaded Ashirra make
ita poirt to distupt vigils whenever possible. Normally
theattacks are carried our jll."ul befi !-I't‘l!:'.l'.'n.-'t'l;H['l'll:‘l'l'lt'l'!lt'-'u
the Muslim Lasombra influence mortals to mrerrupt
the vipils during the day in hopes of a fatal accident.

It has been suppested thar Archbishop Mongada
himself has intervened with the head of the monastery to
ensure that the vigils are undisturbed, and that he did s0
even before his Embrace. In any case, the grounds of the
tomb are alwavs mysteriously empty of mortals when a
Clainite artives to pay his respects. A fow brothers of the
monastery are posted as discreet watchers ar a respecthuil
distance, but they serve mainly tokeep the curious away at
inappropriate rimes. Cainites, however, find that theycan
always pass with no difficulry.

As important a symbol as de Vivar's tomb might
be, no one has dared yer artack it personally, Even the
most hotheaded Ashirra knows that the Cid is better
left as a symbol of reverence than as a rallying cry for
vengeance. As the Recongidsta pushes southward, how-
ever, this may change, and if it does, all hell will break
loose shortly thereafter.
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combat. Then, al-Nasir committed a portion of his
reserve with the effecr of huckling the Christian lines,
causing some of their forces to rerreat. In fact, the
retreat was so disheartening that King Alfonso consid-
ered ending his life by entering the combart directly
rather than face so humiliating a defeat. However,
Archbishop Rodrigo Jiménez de Rada of Taledo sent
his portion of the Christian reserve into battle, which
stabilized the lines. This turned the tide in favor of the
Iberians, and the arrival of King Sancho's wing finally
broke the Moorish lines — including the caliph’s
personal guard — sending al-Nasir into flight toward
Jaén. Their leader's retrear sharrered Moarish morale
and they turned and fled, pursued by the Chiristians for
the rest of the night.

The Christian army spent the next day regrouping,
assessing the number of Muslim dead and counting the
booty. In the end, the treasure collected was so great
that it took over two thousand donkeys to haul it away.
Inalerrer, Alfonso VI vividly described the Christian
victory ro Pope Innocent 111: "In order to show how
immense were the numbers of the enemy, when our
army rested after the barele for two days in the enemy
camp, for all the fires which were needed to cook food
and make bread and other things, no other wood was
needed than that of the enemy arrows and spears which
were lying about, and even then we burned scarcely half
of them.”

From that point, the tide of the Reconguista had
turned irrevocably in favor of the Christians.

[Ews IN IBERIA

While the great struggle of the Reconguista rakes
place between Muslims and Christians, the Jews of
Iberia play an important part that far ourweighs their
numbers. However, their position is an awkward one, as
they cannot be easily aligned with one side or the other.
Indeed, there is evidence of a Jewish presence on the
Iberian Peninsula as early as the third century. While
there are some anti-Semitic laws passed during the
Visigothic kingdoms (most notably by the seventh
century king Epica, who was convinced rthere was a
Jewish conspiracy against him), Jews were fairly well
integrared into socicty under Visigothic rule.

In the early eighth century, when Tariq ibn Zivad's
forces entered the cities of Toledo, Cérdoba, Elvira and
Sevilla, rhey entrusted the care of those cities o the
tesident Jews. The same went for Granada, which earned
the name Gharmata al-Yehud (Granada of the Jews) be-
cause when the Muslim armies arrived, only the Jews of
the city remained ro greet them. As dhimmi, or “protected
persons,” Jews enjoyed a fair bit of tolerance and prestige
under the Umayyad emirate, and in many cases Jews were
chosen to oversee the Jewish and Christian communiries
in occupied cities (though prohibitive raxes kept them
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from owning land). In some rare cases, Jews even rose to
highstationunder Islamic rule; the ibn Nagrella family, for
example, provided two viziers of Granada, and Hasdai ibn
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diplomat and docror,

However, as various invasions surged back and
torth across the peninsula, the status of Jews became less
stable. In some cases, the Almoravids incited pogroms;
inothers, l.h:_”,.' turned femporary authe LY Over to Jews
as a means of divorcing the area from the Arab rulers
who had just been displaced. While Jews were ofren
carly settlers of arcas reconquered by Christian kings
(their facility with Arabic often servine to make thern
useful administrators), in most regions they were actu
ally regarded as the property of the king rather than
landholders and citizens in their own right

Jews frequently served as tax collectors under both
Christian and Muslim authorities, in large part hecause
the job was a particularly undesirable one, They also
played a major role in trade, a role that remained
unchanged regardless of whether Visigothic, Spanish or
Muslim rule was entrenc hed, and the y served as bankers
to both sides. Mosr no :1}'-].1.-', El Cid himself did busines:
with the Jews of Cardoba, though as early as 1081, the
Pope had been pressured to warn Alfonso V1 of Castile
about his tendency ro put Jews in positions of authoriry
over Christians,

The conquests of the twelfth century finally de-
stabilized the position of the Jews in Iberia. They
produce more anti-Semitic legislation and POEroms,
although the progression to the ultimate expulsion of
the Jews in 1492 remains uneven.

GEOGRAPHY
While theyare found across the length and breadth of

Iberia, Jews tend to concentrate in cities such as Granada
and Cdrdoba, and in the ports along the southern and
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castern coasts of Spain. However, the growing oppression
of the Almoravid and Almohad regimes has caused waves
of mass migration to various Christian cities, most notably
Toledo. There is also a reasonably solid population of Jews
in the Christian north, with a strong agricultural history
daring back toat least the fifth century. Jewish merchants
also do a great deal of rraveling, both along the coasts and
through the interior of the peninsula. Most large popula-
rion centers across [beria boasted ar least a small Jewish
population, and certain cities (especially Cordoba,
Granada, Zarapoza, Sevilla and Toledo) are vibrant cen-
ters of Jewish culture.

CHRISTIAN IBERIA

Soon after the Muslim invasion, flecing Visigothic
nobles and the mountain-dwellers of Asturias united in
opposition to the invaders under the leadership of the
Gothic lord Don Pelayo. Later generations would regard
Pelaya's victory over the Muslims at Covadonga as the
beginning of the Reconquista. King Alfonso | expanded
the Asturian kingdom by occupying Galicia after the
withdrawal of the rebellious Berbers stationed there. He
also devastated the Duero River valley wo the south,
thereby creating an extensive butfer between the domains
of Muslims and Christians. Many battles took place
within this no-man's land over the following centuries.

Meanwhile, the Basques regained their indepen-
dence in the western Pyrenees, while the Franks drove
the Muslims from Septimania in southwestern France
and occupied northeastern Spain. Although
Charlemagne failed to capture Zaragoza in 778, the
Franks captured Barcelona in 801 and occupied most of
Caralonia. Later known as the "Spanish March,” this
occupied region consisted of several counties under
Frankish rule. Consequently, Catalonia maintained
strong ties with both the Frankish empire and, later,
France, both in terms of culture and politics. This long
association eventually brought the region to the arten-
tion of French Toreador, some of whom ventured from
the north to this area.

THE BEGINNING OF
THE RECONQUISTA

While the Catalans looked northward, the Asturians
were firmly fixed on the south. Alfonso 1 placed his capital
at Oviedo and attempred to restore the Visigothic king-
dom that had existed before the Muslim invasion. In the
late ninth century, his descendant Alfonso 11 took advan.-
tape of dissension within the Muslim ranks to attack and
plunder their domains. He even succeeded in seizing the
powerful stronghold of Porto. Alfonso 111 also initiated the
repopulation of southern lands that had been deserted
since the time of the invasion. Alfonso constructed nu-
merous forts and castles throughout the region as adefense
against further Muslim incursions. So great were the
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numbers of these fortifications that the region was eventu-
ally called Castile. During this time, the first chronicles of
Iberian history were written, most of which emphasized
the historical connection between the Asturian monarchy
and the Visigothic kingdoms that had come before ther.
Thus was born the myth of the Reconguista as a “recon-
quest” of what had been unlawfully taken by the Moors.

MNaturally, this myth suited the purposes of Clan
Ventrue, whose own authority had been usurped in the
aftermath of the invasions. The Ventrue kept close
watch over the Asturian dynus:_y, ]mplng-_: to use them as
amortal fer de lance to restore their domain to its Roman
heights. However, such a plan proved shortsighted. As
the Lasombra and even Brojah realized, the Reconguista
was likely to take centuries and would be filled with
many reversals and changes of fortune. The prudent
course would therefore be to spread one's influence as
widely as possible.

Yet, the Ventue continued in their belief chat
Islam was weak and required only a strong push to
topple it. They may well have taken this belief from the
mortals they moved among, seeing as the Asturian king
Guarefa [ transferred his capital southward from Oviedo
tor Ledn — a sipn of his confidence in ultimare vicrory.
His confidence was altogether premature, and the ca-
liphs of Cérdoba proved far mare vigorous than anyone
had anticipated. They restored Muslim power in [beria
and renewed their raids against Christian lands, Thus,
the renth century was not the dawn of a new era for
Christianity, but one of both victory and defeat. Even
the triumph of Bamiro 1l over 'Abd ar-Rahman 111 at
Simancas in 239 was a hollow one. Ramiro found his
Castilian subjects chafed under Leonese rule. The
Castilians were a hard and independent people and
bore the brunt of the wars berween the Asturians and
the Muslims. Consequently, they resented having
Leonese laws and rraditions imposed upon them. Ferndn
(Gonzdlez, the count of Casrile, led the resistance against
Ramiro Il and laid the foundations for Castile's even-
rual independence.

The late tenth century proved even more problems-
atic for the Christian states, as the power of the Muslims
increased tremendously. Ambassadors from Ledn,
MNavarre, Barcelona and Castile all eventually jour-
neyed to Cérdoba in order to do homage to the caliph.
Nevertheless, the Christians did not abandon their
dreams of an Therian empire that would one day govern
the entire peninsula. The Asturians in particular con-
tlnllﬂ{j Tt drtﬂm {}'F | ‘.—,_-.1'! rl.'jt'i:ﬂ-l sratce CL"]-ITL"TIEIJ On LL"(-]]"I..
This idea proved especially comforting during the time
of al-Mansur, when the Muslim general succeeded in
conquering numerous Christian strongholds. He de-
feated Count Ramén Borrell in 985 and burned
Barceloma, Three years later, he plundered Ledn, the
center of Astutian power. Finally, in 997 he sacked rhe
great Christian shrine of Santiago de Compostela —a




blow from which it took the Christians many decades
to recover, Fortunately for them, al-Mansur’s death
marked rhe effective end of the Caliphate of Cérdoba,
allowing them the time to rethink their strategies and
marshal theirforces for the next stage of the Reconquista.

s
SANCHO THE GREAT AND

| ; o 2
THE NAVARESE HEYDEY

Little is known of the earliest history of Navarre,
bur it is certain that neither the Romans nor the
Visigoths nor the Muslims ever succeeded in perma-
nently subjugating the inhabitants of the western
Pyrenees, the Basques. These Basques thus retained
their own unique language and culture well into the
Middle Ages. The caprure of Pamplona by Charlemagne
in 778 was not a lasting victory. In the same year, the
Basques defeared him ar the Pass of Roncesvalles, a
defeat commemorated in the epic poem La Chanson de
Roland. In 806 and 812, the Franks again took Pamplona.
When, however, the Frankish emperors were no longer
able to give their attention to the outlying borderlands
of their empire, Navarre began its development as an
independent kingdom,

The first King of Pamplona was [figo Arista. His
elder brother, Garcia Semen, had been duke of Vasconia,
Afrer the death of IRigo Arista in 852, the two territo-
ties were united although the long captivity of one of
the succeeding kings (in Muslim hands for 22 years)
complicated matters. In 905, however, the Navarrese
chose Sancho Garcés (who was married with a
grandaughter of Fortin, the previous king) to be mon-
arch. Sancho had fought against the Muslims with
rE[!(!HI(:d success and had j[]il‘lr:‘.n:i lurgc Iu_'rrl:iuns u[: ﬂ‘m
peninsula to his pe rsonal dominions. Before his []e-.q.[h_,
he completed the Reconguista in Navarre, having driven
all the Muslims from the region. One of his successors,
Garcfa Sdnchez, surnamed the Trembler, likewise en-
gaged in a number of conflicts with the Muslims.
During the rule of his grandson, Sanche 11, called the
Great, Mavarre attained its greatest prosperity. He
seized Pisuerga and Cea, which belonged to the King-
dom of Ledn. He also conquered Castile and ruled from
the boundaries of Galicia to those of Barcelona. How-
ever, as was traditional at the time, at the time of his
death, his holdings were divided among his sons, so thar
Navarre, Castile and Aragon became independent king-
doms. The country was never again united — and
neither was it ever as influential.

CraNITES OF NAVARRE

Navarre did nor attract substantial arrenrion from
either the Ventrue or the Lasombra, both of whom were
more concerned with affairs elsewhere, until well into
the Christian-Muslim conflict across the peninsula.
Consequently, Navarre became home to some other
clans without a significant presence elsewhere in the

peninsula. Chief among these were the Malkavians,
thanks to the Madman Roque, who became Prince of
Pamplona shortly after the Frankish conguest of 812,
He quickly established asizable domain within Navarre,
one that has actracted others of his clan in the centuries
since. The rugged rerrain of the region also attracted the
attention of the Nosferatu. By the yvear 1000 or so, these
Cainites were particularly numerous, thanks to the
leadership of Ezkerra, a Basque patriot who claimed the
countryside as his personal demesne.

Sometime around the year 1000, Navarre became the
haven fora ]WL":ﬂcnwny group of Cainite Heretics. Known
asthe Apostles of the Third Caine, these true believers felt
Narses, then Archhishop of Nod, wasa profligate hedonist
without any concern for the well being of the Heresy.
Under the leadershipof Bénézet, the Apostles used Navarre
as the base from which to expand deeper into the Iberian
Peninsula, Even in the thirteenth century, they retain a
sizable presence in Navarre,

THE ReEconQuisTA
CONTINUES

The first battles of the next stage of reconquest
included those launched by Ramoén Borrell, who sacked
Cardoba in 1010 in revenge for past incursions into his
own realm. Alfonso V of Ledn likewise took advantage
of the situation and restored his kingdom to promi-
nence. In 1017, he held a general council in which he
enacted the first set of laws for his realm. Unfortunarely,
the Christianssquandered the time of Muslim weakness
by resuming their old squabbles — just as the Lasombra
had feared. A Ventrue leader named Gutierre attempred
rodisplace the Malkavian Roque as Prince of Pamplona
during this time. Although he failed (and mer Final
Death), it marked a time of Ventrue resurgence in many
Christian realms.

MNavarre'shegemonyunder Sancho the Grear broughe
grearer ries to northern Europe, especially France. French
pilgrims became more and more common, as the route to
Compostela became an important religious site for the
whole of Europe. Monastic reformaccording tothe French
Cluniac model was introduced, as were French feudal
customs previously unknown in Iberia. This contact with
the rest of Europe brought Cainites of orher clans to Iberia
tor the first time, as well as strengthening the Toreador in
the region. lberia was no longer an isolared backwarer, bur
was slowly entering the mainstream of Furopean society

—which proved both a boon and a bane to the vampires
who had called the peninsula home for so long,

THE GROWTH OF
CHRISTIAN POWER

By extending his rule over all the Christian states
except Caralonia, Sancho the Great made the first steps
toward the unification of Christian Iberia, bur they
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would prove fleeting ones. Sancho treared his empire as
his private property and ordered that, upon his death,
it be divided among his four sons as their inheritance.
Doing so set back the cause of lherian unity and created
further Iﬂstnbllitj‘ an the ]K:nin!aum. Eoch of Sancha's
sons bore the roval title, and Casrile and Aragon were
thereafter regarded as kingdoms. Vermundo 111 recov-
ered Ledn after Sancho'sdeath, but Fernando | defeated
and killed him in 1037, Taking possession of Ledn, he
also assumed the title of “emperor,” a bold move thar
implied a greater degree of control than he possessed.
During the next thirty years, Fernando artempred to
gain control of the entire peninsula by defeating his
brothers and reducing the nearby Muslim states to
vassal status.

Meanwhile, Count Ramén Berenguer| of Barcelona
was actively fostering Catalan interests and relarion-
ships among the lords of Languedoc in southern France.
He also published the earliest legal rexts included in the
compilation of Catalan law later known as the Usaiges
de Barceloma ("Usages of Barcelona”). This relationship
between Cataloniaand southern France continues well
mto rhe thirreenth century, leading to the involve-
ment of Catalonia in the conflict with the Cathars and
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other heretics. Likewise, it guaranteed the continual
presence of the Toreador, whose interest in cross-
cultural exchanges has always been strong.

Following in the footsteps of his father, Fernando 1
divided his realms bevween his sons, Sancho 11, who
received Castile, and Alfonso VI, who received Ledrn.
The two brothers quarreled often and, after Sancho's
murder in 1072, Alfonso VI gained the crowns of
Lastile and Ledin. Before recognizing him as their new
king, the Castilian nobility demanded that Alfonso
swear that he had not broughr about the murder of his
brother, which he readily did. As to the truth of his vow,
none cansay, although there is circumstantial evidence
linking him to the deed. Among Alfonso's new Castilian
vassals was Rodrigo Dfaz de Vivar, better known as El
Cid. Rodrigo suffered because of jealousies at the court
of the new king and was driven into exile. He then used
his considerable skills as a mercenary, first for the
Muslim king of Zaragoza and then for the king of
Valencia, both of whom he served admirably. His
exploits inspired both mortals and Cainires — as they
do even after his death.

Initially, Alfonso V1 made the Muslim states his
vassals, demanding rich tributes from them. However, his




desire for self-aggrandizement was so great that he even-
tally set out to conquer them all and achieve Iherian
unity. The surrender of Toledo in 1085 notonly extended
his frontiers to the Tajo River but also had grear symbolic
value. Possession of Toledo, the ancient seat of the
Visigothic monarchy, enhanced Alfonso's claims to pen-
insular supremacy. He then proclaimed his power by
taking the title “Emperor of Toledo™ as well as “Emperor
of Spain.” His might was so grear that thousands of
Muslims and Jews decided to remain under his protection
rather than flee. Among the many Lasombra who flocked
to Toledo was Elieser de Polanco, who has remained a
duominant power in the city ever since,

Thefall of Toledo frightened the Muslims of south-
ern lberia. They appealed to an ascetic sect of Berber
zealots known as the Almoravids for assistance. The
Almoravids entered the peninsula and defeated Alfonso
at Zalaca in 1086, They likewise conquered the inde-
pendent Muslim kingdoms in an attempr to restore
uniry ro Muslim [beria. In this they were anly partially
successful. Their military might wassuch that they kept
Alfoniso on the defensive for the remainder of his reign,
thereby halting the advance of the Reconguista for a
time. It was during this time that El Cid successtully
repulsed rhe Almoravid attack on Valencia, securing
the city tor himself and his followers. Nevertheless, his
untimely death in 1099 eventually led to the fall of the
city to the Almoravids.

Almoravid successes widened the Reconguista,
bringing assistance to lberia from many northern Euro-
pean countries, especially France. French knights and
crusaders took up arms and stoad beside their Iberian
counterparts to fight against the Muslims. In doing so,
they broughr Iberia into even grearer contact with the
wider world around it. Forexample, the reforming Pape
Gregory VII demanded liturgical uniformiry by requir-
ing the acceprance of the Roman liturey in place of the
Mozarabic one that had been used for many centuries,
Some Lasombra, such as Silvester de Ruiz, believed this
uniformity would serve [beria well as it continued o
press the Recongquista. Orhers feared it might create a
backlash against the Church that would ultimately
undermine its authority. Gregory also attempred to
exert papal sovereignty over lberia, but few of the
countries there were willing ro capitulate; Gregory did
not press the issue, Nevertheless, the Church became
increasingly important in Iberia, a fact Cainites did nor
fail to notice. In the following decades, mast clans
Embraced a larger number of priests and clerics in an
attempt to ensure they had a voice in the future. It was
during this time that the infamous Archbishop Ambrosio
Luis Mongada first came under the Curse of Caine.

Alfonso VII became king of Ledn in 1126 and
restored the prestige of his realm. His coronation as
emperorin the cathedral of Lednin 1135 was intended
o assert Leonese claims to ascendancy throughour

Spain. However, the newly formed federation of Aragon
and Catalonia as well as the newly independent king-
dom of Portugal soon offered a daunting challenge o
these claims. Once again, the few Ventrue still playing
their imperial hopes in Iberia found their attempts to
arrange a single [berian kingdom thwarted by the very
mortals they hoped to manipulate. This served the
interests of the Lasombra, who had no desire to see a
Ventrue-dominated state gain power in the peninsula.
Thus, the first half of the twelfth century saw yet more
infighting among the Christian kingdoms rather than
the success of the Recomquisia.

Meanwhile, Alfonso 1 of Arapon extended his
trontiers to the Ebro River by capruring Zaragoza in
1118. He then proceeded to march deep into the heart
of Muslim territory, where he liberated the Mozarabs of
Granada and resettled them in Aragon. From that
point on, few Mozarabs remained in Muslim termitory.
Consequently, the Toreador took an increased Interest
in Aragonese affairs, Embracing several Mozarabs as a
means Llfi"l'uﬁc rvingt heir ways in the face of A ragonesea
centralization. These Mozarabic Cainires thus served
the Toreador as unliving memories of a lost culture
another casualty of the Recomguista

Before he died, Alfonso willed his realms to the
military orders of the Hospitalers and the Templars as
well as to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusa-
lem. However, his people rejected this arrangement,
fearing that these French-dominated orders would ex-
erteven more control overtheir country. The Navarrese,
who had been ruled by the kings of Aragon since 1076,
chose their own monarch, Garcfa [V Ramirez in 1134,
while the Aragonese asked the deceased king's brother,
Ramiro 11, to leave the monastic life and ac cept the
crown. Ramiro was reluctant to do rhis bur felt some
obligation to his native land. Therefore, he leftr the
monastery long enough to marry and father a daughrer,
Petronila, who could then inherir the kingdom afrer
him. Shorely thereafter, he rerurmed ro the monastery
and agaim took up the life he had abandoned.

In 1137, Petronila was berrothed ro Count Ramén
Berenguer IV of Barcelona, who took up the adminis-
tration of Aragon. Their child, Alfonso 11, united the
kingdom of Aragon and the county of Bareelona, creat-
ing yet another united crown. There were numerous
obstacles to this union, chief among them being the
linguistic and cultural distinctiveness of each realm.
Among the vampiric courts, rivalries berween Lasombra
and Toreador also worked to undermine unification.
Nevertheless, the union has endured and given Aragon
access to the sea, making it a maritime power whose
reach extended far bevond the confines of the [berian
Peninsula. Nevertheless, the “Crown of Aragon,” as it
became known, did not become a unified srare. Instead,
it consisted of two distiner regions, each with its own
laws and traditions.
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As the Almoravid empire collapsed, the Christian
states artempred 1o take advantage of the situation. They
increased their raids against the Moors and played one
faction against the other. The peninsular kingdoms also
received aid from other European states. It was this more
thananything that characterized the middle of the twelfth
century: cooperation on the part of Christian states.
Whereas the Muslims warred among themselves and
seerned more interested in settling internal scores, the
Iberian Christians regularly appealed to solidarity in the
tace of the Muslim threat. Under the leadership of dy-
namic leaders like de Ruiz and his childe Mongada,
Christian Cainites followed suir.

THE RiSE OF CASTILE
AND ARAGON

The appearance of the Almohads initially put many
Iberian Christians on the defensive, but they were not
willing to give up their dreams of the Reconguista. Thus,
King Alfonso VI of Castile and King Alfonso 11 of
Aragon signed a reaty in 1179 that indicared which parts
of Muslim territory they would have jurisdiction over as
the Reconquista expanded. Castile gained rights w
Andalusia and Murcia, while Aragon gained Valencia.
Unfortunately, Alfonso VIII of Castile was unsatisfied
with limiting his conquests in such a fashion. He therefore
rurned his atrentions to his Christian neighbors, who
resisted him, bur not withour weakening the coalition
that had been so united for decades. Thus, in 1195 Castile
suffered a disastrous defeat by the Almohads at Alarcos,
just south of Toledo,

Despite the Castilian king's ambitions, the strength
of the Almohads forced the other Christian stares to seek
accommaodationwith him, and with renewed cooperation
came renewed success. Sancho V1L of Navarre and Pedro
Il of Aragon joined Alfonso VI and Portuguese and
Leonese troops in 1212, when they triumphed over the
Almohads at the epic Battle of Las Navas de Tolosa (see
P 27). This remarkable victory marked the beginning of
the end of the Almohad empire in Iberia, as it opened the
territories of Andalusia to the Christian armies for the first
time in cenruries. It was only a matter of time hefore they
would overwhelm their Muslim enemies and usher in the
endgame of the Reconguista.

THE Risk oF CATALONIA

The Crown of Aragon is a double kingdom, con-
sisting of rwo united bur separate realms. As King of
Aragon, its ruler takes a leading role in the Reconguista.
As Counr of Barcelona, however, he maintains strong
ties to southern France, where several French lords
were their vassals. Thus, when Pope Innocent 11 pro-
claimed a crusade against the Albigensians in 1209,
Pedro 1 became embroiled in the conflice. He had no
love for the dualist heretics, but he rightly worried thar
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the presence of so many French crusaders in the area
would evenrually undermine his own feudal power.
Thus, he acted on behalf of his French vassals, some of
whom were sympatheric o the Albigensians. This
contributed to Catalonia's importance to both the
Cainite Heresy and the Apostles of the Third Caine,
each of which maintains havens in the country.

TuE DowNEALL OF NAVARRE

Adfter the murder of Sancho IV in 1076, Alfonso VI
of Castile and Sancho Ramirez of Aragon ruled jointly
in Navarre. The townssouth of the Ebro and the Basgue
provinces went to Castile, while the remainder went wo
Aragon, which retained them until 1134, Alfonso the
Fig]‘tter, brother of Pedro Sdnchez, secured for the
country its greatest territorial expansion. He wrested
Tudela from the Moors in 1114, reconquered the enrire
country of Bureba and advanced into Burgos. In addi-
tion, Alfonso added numerous other possessions to his
realm, once again enlarging Navarre's barder — though
never to it fl'.')fl'I'IEr extent.

When Alfonso died in 1134 with issue, Navarre and
Aragononce againseparated. In Amgon, Alfonso'sbrother
Ramiro became king. In Navarre, Garcia Ramirez, a
prandson of Sancho the Great, wok the throne, Garcia
was a weak king who was obliged to surrender Rioga to
Castile in 1136 and Tarragona to Aragon in 1157. Fur-
thermore, he was compelled to declare himself a vassal of
King Alfonso VI of Castile. Garcia was utterly incompe-
tentandat various titmes was dependent upon the revenues
of churches and convents. During Crarcia’s unfortunate
reign, the power of both the Malkavians and Nosferaru
grew, and significant numbers of Ventrue and Lasombra
left the country.

His son, Sancho Garcfa the Wise, a patron of
learning and the arts, as well a5 an accomplished stares-
mar, forrified Navarre within and withour. He alzo save
charters to a number of rowns and was never defeated in
battle. The reign of his successor, Sancho the Strong,
was more troubled. He appropriated the revenues of
churches and convents, granting them important privi-
leges instead. In 1198, he presented the See of Pamplona
with his palaces and possessions in that ciry, this zift
heing confirmed by Pope Innocent [ILin 1199 While he
was in Africa on an expedition against the Almohads,
the Kings of Castile and Aragon invaded MNavarre,
Consequently, the kingdom suffered further degrada-
tion, losing territories to both of its Christian neighbors.
The greatest glory of Sancho the Strong was the part he
took in the bartle of Las Mavas de Tolosa in 1212,
Through his valor, the victory of the Christians over the
Caliph Muhammad al-Nasir was assured — although
Navarre’s own future is less than bright.

PorTUcAL

Alfonso Henriques, first King of Porrugal, achieved
through equal parts warfare and diplomacy the political




independence of the country, as well as the enlarpe-
mentof its houndaries by conquests of Muslim territories.
When Alfonso assumed the throne, the Muslims occu-
pied more than half the kingdom he would one day rule.
Although he declared himself king in 1139, it was only
years later that he was able o obtain recognition of his
kingship from Alfonse VII of Leén, to whom the
territory of Portugal had formerly belonged.

Early in his reign, Alfonso Henriques resolved o
protect himself apainst the claims of Ledn upon s
realms. Thus, in 1143 he offered his kingdom o the
Church, declaring himself the pope’s vassal. In addi-
tion, he promised, for himself and his successors, to pay
an annual feudal tribute of four ounces of gold to the
Holy See. Pope Lucius [ ratified this agreement, taking
Portugal under his protection and recognizing its inde-
pendence. In 1179, another pope, Alexander 111,
confirmed Alfonso Henriques as King of Porrugal, mark-
ing the true beginning of this new nation upon the
Iberian Peninsula.

Having won this confirmation from the Pope,
Alfonso Henriques gave up the idea of extending his
dominions beyond the Minho and the Douro Rivers,
which formed its boundaries to the north and the east.
After all, duing so would draw the ire of his former lord,
the king of Ledn — a situation he worked hard toavoid.
Instead, he focused his attention on the southern lands
held by the Muslims. He launched regular artacks and
used a wide variety of strategies to carch his enemies
unawares, including lare-nipht assaults on their settle-
ments. In 1147, he took the almost impregnable city of
Santarém. Larer the same year, afrer a four-month siege,
the great city of Lisbon fell o his arms. In this great
victory, Alfonso Henriques was assisted by a fleet of 164
ships on their way to the Second Crusade. Once Lishon
was sately in Portuguese hands, he declared that city his
new capital. Alfonso then appointed an Fnelishman
named Gilbert its bishop and transported the body of
St. Vincent to the cathedral.

The capture of Lisbon marked the beginning of a
long and successful partnership between the Portuguese
and the crusaders, many of whom stayed in the region
toassist with the Reconguista. Indeed, Alfonso Henriques
did not even attempt to take the Muslim city of Alcacer
do Sal until another group of crusaders arrived in 1158.
With their help, the cities of Evora and Beja fell under
his control. Unfortunarely, Alfonso’s skill at arms ex-
ceeded his ability to govern his con wjuests, Therefore,
the Muslims soon recaptured all the lands south of the
TejoRiver (the Tajo, in Spanish). Alfonso’s last days of
life were spent attempting to hold his kingdom together
— often withour success. Nevertheless, Alfonso'sreign
can hardly be called unsuccessful. When he died in
1185, the independence of Portugal had been secured,
its area doubled and the name of his kingdom was
tamous throughout Europe for its persistent struggle
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apainat the Muslims, Alfonso had thus achieved far
more than many of his contemporaries.

From the Cainire perspecrive, Alfonso Henrigues
had freed the westernmost portion of lberia from the
domination of the Ashirra. This served Brujah elders
quite well, as its elders on the peninsula had been
seeking their utopia since before the coming of the
Muslims, However, Alfonso's alliance with the Church
drew the attention of the Chrisrian Lasombra, who
began to infiltrate Porrugal in small numbers. This led
to squabbles between the Magisters and the Zealots,
which in turn gave an opening to rhe Cainire Heresy.

Alfonso Henriques's successor, Sancho 1 contin-
ued the work of Reconguista and a large part of the
Algarbe region fell into his hands. Sadly for Sancho,
the successes of the Almohads ugain IJLI:&hLd back
Portuguese borders, this rime wo the Tejo River. Ney-
ertheless, Sancho was a hard man not given to defeat.
He resolutely resisted the Almohads and, as a show of
his contempt, he was active in building towns and
settling his hard-won territories, thereby earning him-
self the nickname the Populator. Sancho was also
renowned as an avaricious man. During his reipn, he
amassed grear wealth from his frequent forays into the
rich tertitories of the Muslims.

Lipon his accession to the throne, Sancho asked for
and obtained papal confirmation of his royal ttle,
which protected him against his Christian neighbors,
many of whom eyed Portugal as covetously as they did
the lands of the Moors. Sancho himself was slow o pay
the Holy See the tribute promised by his father, and the
practice ended altogether after his death — a sign that
Portugal’s position was no longer so precarious as o
make papal protection crucial. Portuguese Cainires put
up additional obstacles against clerical influence
prevent further spread of the Cainite Heresy or the
influence of Lasombra with their claws in the church.
Portugal became a land in which vampires gained
influence through soldiers and warriors rather than
churchmen.

Sanchoe continued o rely heavily on crusaders in
hits wars against the Muslims. In addition, he also relied
upon military orders such as the Templars and
Haspitalers, to which he gave great wealth and influ-
ence in return for their protection of border castles and
settlements in his domain. Sancho was also a supersti-
oS man f1iven to con SLLl[mt_n; with astrologers and seers
for advice on many matters of state. In fact, a wise
woman regularly traveled in his company, much ro the
consternation of the clergy, who worried thachis Chris-
tian faith mighr suffer because of her presence.

Such worries were well founded — but not for the
reasons the clergy suspected. Sancho's chancellor Julian
had studied Roman law at the University of Bolosna and
aimed to increase royal authority ar the expense of the
Church. For example, Sancho intervened in a dispute

IBERIA BY NIGHT

berween the Bishop of Oporto and that city's inhabitants,
ruling against the bishop. Pope Innocent 111 reversed rhe
decision and punished Sancho by placing Portugal under
an interdict — a punishment the king promptly ignored.
He likewise came into conflict with the Bishopof Coimbra,
whom he imprisoned and rreated with great cruelty, Inthis
way, Sancho proved to be the most venal of the Ibedan
rulers, pursuing the Recomguasta for purely personal rather
than religious reasons.

Throughout the rest of his reign, Sancho artacked
the rights and privileges of the Church. Inparticular, he
refused to recognize the jurisdiction of ecclesiasrical
courts. He also did not accept the immunity of clerics
from military service, a situation that led o many
conflicts with ecclesiastical authorities. Though he
made some concessions before hisdeath, the dispures he
began lasted through the FElgTs of two subsequent
kings. For nearly a century, the clergy and rthe crown
were involved in a strugele over the limis of their
respective powers. These dispures ultimarely weakened
Portugal’s vibrancy and made it easy prey for the grow-
ing power of its Iberian neighbors, some of whom still
eyed its lands and riches.

Portugal’s early kings rewarded honorable service
by extensive grants of lands. In these lands, they gave up
royal jurisdiction. When their holders died without
heirs, they often passed into the hands of the Church.
In time, so much of the country was held by monasteries
or had passed into the hands of nobles that the rest did
not produce enough revenue to meet the increasing
expenses of government. The Portuguese monarchs
tried to overcome the difficulty by a revocarion of
grants, which hﬂturull}' met further resistance from
both the nobility and clergy. Despire his father's quar-
rels with the Church, Sancho'sson Alfonso Il took care
roobtain the confirmation of his title from the Holy See
in 1211. Though Alfonsa 11 remains a generally peace-
ful king, hisfollowers foughr beside the Castilians ar the
great Christian vicrory of Las Navas de Tolosa in 1212

THE IMMEDIATE
Farare

The years after Las Navas de Tolosa see the Chris-
tian frontier move south at a rapid pace, but they are
hardly years of simple surrender, In Muslim lands, the
battle creates a power vacuum into which step some of
the remaining taifas, the most significant being Murcia
and Arjona. Murcia becomes a cenrer of resistance

against the Christian startes — and thus a haven for
Ashirra bands hoping to strike a blow against the
enemies of their faith. Arjona, on the other hand,
becomes a vassal of Castile, even going so far as 1o aid
the Casnilians against other Muslim states. This practi-
cal approach enables Arjona to expand its borders to




include other surrounding domains, most especially
Granada. By the end of the thirteenth century, it is the
only remaining taifa on the peninsula — and a buffer
state berween the nising Christian powers and the
Almohad Empire in Morth Africa.

Inthenorth, 1213 sees the death of Pedro 1 of Aragon
at the hands of a crusading army at Muret after he goes o
the aid of his brother-in-law, the Count of Toulouse.
Pedro's death is a blow from which Catalonian power in
southern France never recovers, much to the chagrin of
the Toreador. As the Almohad empire slowly collapses,
the Recrmquista nears completion. Jaime | of Aragon uses
Catalan naval power to conquer the corsair kingdom of
Mallorca in 1229, which marks the first time the Crown
of Aragon takes advantage of its newfound naval power to
expand its influence into the Mediterranean. The con-
quest of the kingdom of Valencia proves more difficulr,
especiallyas Jaime becomesdistracted by evenis in Navarre.
Its king, Sancho VII, has no heirs, and the growing
presence of French pretenders to his throne becomes a
growing subject of concern.

Elsewhere, Alfonso IX of Ledn expands southward
toward the Guadiana River. He caprures Mérida and
Badajoz in 1230, preparing the way of his eventual
conguest of Sevilla later thar same year. With the help
of erusaders, Alforso [l of Portugal recovers Alcacer do
Sal in 1217, but by 1221, the old disputes reappear.
Alfonso seizes church properry and compels ecclesias-
tics to plead before secular justices and serve in the wars
of the Reconguista. The Archbishop of Braga thus con-
voles an assembly of prelates in which he accuses the
king of numerous crimes, including the renunciation of
his Christian faith. The king replies by confiscating the
poads of the archbishop, who flees to Rome. Pope
Honorius 111 dispatches three Spanish bishops to speak
with Alfonso and resolve the siruation, Unfortunarely,
this meeting achieves little, leading to Alfonso's ex-
communication a year larer. The Pope then threatens
to-absolve the king's subjects from their allegiance and
hand over the realm to any prince who cares to take it
Threarened with the loss of the kingdom for which his
grandfather had fought so hard, Sancho eventually
relents, making concessions to the Church shortly
before his death in 1223,
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The Christian kingdoms of Iberiaare the product of
centuries of invasions and conguests. This fact has
colored these lands in profound and lasting ways, mak-
ing lberian Christians a militaristic people, oftentimes
given toresolving disputes through force of arms rather
than diplomacy. They can also be dark and brooding,
those who know all too well that progress comes ar a
cost, often paid in suffering.

The dawn of the thirteenth century sees this region's
people band together and chart their own course for the
first time since men first inhabited this unforgiving land.
Atter centunies under the rule of cursiders — whether
they were Carthaginians, Romans, Visigoths or Muslims

[berians have seized control of their own destinies and
forped a new civilization here, one that is the inheritor of
all these cultures while ar the same time transcending
them. The kingdoms are ;
is simultaneously wonderful and terrifying. Such contra-
dictions are the purview of young and vibrant kingdoms,
of course. Even the oldest among them is scarcely 500
years old. Many — such as Portugal — have existed far less
than thar. Consequently, these realms possess a dyna-
mism lacking in their contemporaries elsewhere on the
continent. But they also have a legacy of bloodshed, civil
wars, invasions, betrayals and condlict,

Christian Iberia draws moreal men and women {or
many reasons. | hey have come toexperience the birth
of a new age and a new civilization, to witness the greal
victories of the Reconguista—and to enrich themselves
in the process. With each year, the Christians push
back the Muslim threat and absorb new territory and
learning, These gains draw scholars, soldiers, mer-
chants and priests to Iberia. In addition, the wealth of
the Moorish kingdoms is only exceeded by the avarice
of those who would seize it. Cloaked in the veil of faith,
adventurers and opportunists flock to Theria, ﬁE‘fI‘CIJ'IH
their fortunes beneath the banner of a holy criade:

Wherever mortals go, Cainires follow. Like a flame
attracting moths, the Christian kingdoms of lberia
draw their share of unliving visitors as well. Many,
particularly neonates, come to the peninsula for the
same reasons as their moreal counrerparts: o witness
Ciod's plan unfold before cheir eyes and claim recon-
quered territory for themselves. Adventure beckons
across the arid plains and craggy terrain, making it an
ever more popular destination.

Likewise, the st rength of faith in these realms is
comtagious. Cainites of a spiritual bent cannot help but
feel that the hand of God is ar work in this place,
offering the promise of redemption to all who seek it
eamestly. Yert faith is a powerful ool for manipulation
as well; notall who toil beneath the shadow of the cross
do so for the love of Christ, Many mortals and Cainites
have less than pious goals, and the chaos of beria offers
FE"I em ]h{" l'l'l:lT}(_'l: (4] '{'Ii'_h]_l:'\.’c thl:m_
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Behind the scenes, vampiric factions clash, each
attempting to use the vibrancy of these kingdoms for
their own purposes. A loose alliance of Christian
Lasombra clearly has the upper hand, Owver the centu-
ries, the Magisters’ willingness to bide their rime and
seek out the proper moment to strike have helped them
to displace powerful Ventrue lords. Some Brujah also
command respect, especially in areas like Portugal,
where new thinking has firmly taken hold. The Torea-
dor are likewise intrigued by the new ideas bubbling
from beneath these blood-soaked lands. Meanwhile,
other Cainire clans and groups ‘-L’Tllgbi&.‘ to find a place
tor themselves, mirroring the efforts of mortal groups
crushed benearh the armored foor of the R::Lrln.-_f:n:l.m

Yet, for all their dynamism and vibraney, the Chris-
tian kingdoms also evoke a palpable sadness, arealizarion
that their bright furure has been purchased in blood and
tears. Unlike Cainites, mortals exist only for a brief
while. Although they are quite willing 1o sacrifice
themselves for the good of future generations, they do
not do so without the regret that they shall never see the
fruits of their labors. Thus, while the Lasombra scheme
and the Brujah plan their utopia, the mortals of these
kingdoms struggle 1o make a better present for them-
selves and a better future for their children

ARAGON

Aragon derives its name from a tributary of the Ehra
near Alfaro. The riverformsan irregular ellipse, bounded
on the north by the central Pyrenees, on the east by
Catalonia and Valencia, on the south by Valencia and
Castile and on the west by Navarre and Castile. The
country possesses some of the most mountainous terrain
in the [berian Peninsula — perhaps in all of Europe.
Aragon is surrounded on the north by the Pyrenees, on
rthe west by the Moncayo Mountains and on the south
by the Montes Universales and the Sierra de Gidar.

The Ebro crosses the country from northwest to
southeast. Nearly all of the other rivers in this counrry
are its tributaries. These topographical conditions have
made the seil of Aragon very fertile. [n addition, the
mountains arc covered with great forests and fruits grow
abundantly. Contrasting this are the many parts of the
country that are extremely arid and lacking in water,
which has led 1o a relatively low population density in
SOME arcas,

LERIDA

The city of Lérida goes back to Roman times, but
the exact date of its founding is in question. A pre-
Roman city called Herda existed in the peneral vicinity
of modern Lérida. During the Punic Wars, it sided with
the Carthaginians. At the time, the city possessed a
small population of Brujah with strong ties to Carthage,
bur that all changed with the Roman general Scipio's




defeatof Hanno in 216 BC. Afrer that, Roman Ventrue
moved into the city, either driving out or destroying
their Brujah rivals. For centuries after that, the Brujah
waged a low-level battle against the Ventrue. However,
this battle ceased when the Moors captured the city in
the early eighth century. Muslim Lasombra took ad-
vantage of the conguest to displace bath the Ventrue
and Brujah elders.

They retained uncontested control of the city until
1149, when Ramén Berenguer IV took the city for the
Crown of Aragon. When the city became rhe residence
of the Ara gonese king, ambitious and LUNCOMpromising
Christian Lasombra enrered the city and decided o
clean house. Under the leadership of Anchel de
Melgarejo, these Cainires systematically destroyed their
Muslim brethren, despite appeals to the Amici Noctis for
intervention. Since then, Prince Anchel has exerted
complete dominion over the vampires of the ciry.
Bumors abound of Ashirra who survived the purge,
which drives the prince ro distraction. He has thus set
up an inquisition to find these Muslim Cainites — if
they exist at all — and eliminate them onee and forall.

DESCRIPTION

Because of its strategic position, Lérida has always
been an important (and heavily fortified) holding, first
to the Moors and then to the Christians. Its primary
fortress is La Alcazaba, built in 1149, which dominares
the porrion of the city built on the right bank of the
Segre River, The current structure is a development of
an earlier Mushim citadel. Indeed, alcazaba is an Arabic
word meaning roughly “fortress.” During Mootish rule,
the Cainite sultan of the city used La Aleazaba as his
haven, a practice the Christian prince has not contin-
ued. Instead, Anchel and his court occupy a series of
buildings near the city's new cathedral.

The cathedral shows both Byzantine and Gothic
influences (as opposed to the Arabic influence of most
of Lérida’s other public archirecture) and is under a
constant stare of construction. The foundation was laid
onlyin 1203 and it is unlikely it will see completion any
time soon. This monumental undertaking has brought
artisans, masons and engineers from across Europe to
participate. Among them have come Cainites as well,
including displaced Ventrue seeking to regain their
former starus within the city. This has only added to
Anchel de Melgarejo's concerns about the stability of
hisrule —aconcern shared by elders of Clan Lasombra,

PouTics AND RELIGION

Lérida's importance derives from the presence of
the court of King Pedro 11, Pedro's goals are 1o extend
Aragonese influence beyond the confines of [beria and
into the wider world of Europe. In this, he is strongly
supported by his advisors, many of them manipulated
by the Lasombra. For his part, Pedro has been secking
alliances with southern French lords. Indeed, the king

hopes to secure himself a French wife as a way of further
cementing his presence north of the Pyrences. Some
churchmen question their king's inrerest in southern
France, worrying that his advisors may include hidden
supporters of the Cathars.

CuNITE AFFAIRS

Many members of the Cainite Heresy wish the
Church’s concerns abour Kil\g Pedro were warranted.
Thus far, the Heresy and its allies have been thwarted
in their efforts at gaining influence over the Aragonese
court. Tosome extent, this is a restament to the power
of the Lasombra in Aragon. The elders of the clan seek
to prevent anyone — even Heretical members of their
own clan — from upsetting their plans for Aragonese
growth and expansion. The Embrace of Pedro's hali-
sister Lucirain 1 190is only part of this agenda. Although
Lucita has traveled across Europe as part of her service
to her sire Ambrosio Luis Mongada and other members
of the Amici Noctis, she keeps agents in Lérida and ar the
royal court. Anchel, the local prince, has thus far been

her ally, but he fears thar the neonate has the making of

a dangerous rival.

Even more infuriating to the Heresy is that one of its
offshoots, the Apostles of the Third Caine, have suc-
ceeded in placing one of their own wirhin Pedro’s court.
This member, Guillem Savall, acts neither directly nor
through mortal agents. Instead, he observes events within
the king's palace, looking for evidence that the mortal
ruler might be the Apostles' long awaited messiah, The
Heretics would dearly love to have the access to the king
that Guillem possesses, but the Apostles have rebuffed
every effort to co-opt them. In this, Lasombra like Lucita
seemingly aid them —although her motivations for doing
50 remain mysterious,

King Pedro himself is uninterested in ecclesiastical
matters. His fascinarion with southern France is driven
more by politics than theology. Nevertheless, this has
neither soothed the concerns of mortal clerics nor kept
agents of the Cainite Heresy from attempting to gain a
foothold here. Consequently, the Apastles of the Third
Caine currently hold the balance of power. Both the
traditional Lasombra and the Cainite Heresy are at-
tempting to influence this small group to suppore their
own cause as a defense against their opponent’s gaining
too much power. Yet both factions are hampered by
inflexible hard-liners, Lucita cannor deal too closely
with the Apostles, as her sire Archbishap Mongada has
nothing but contempt for the Cainite Heresy — what-
ever its form. Likewise, Nikira of Sreders, the new
Archbishop of Nod, is hard-pressed to make accommo-
dations with the Apostles, for fear of seeming too
conciliatory toward the schismatics. Thus, Guillem
Savall finds himself in the enviable position of being
courted by two inimical factions — and having little
interest in supporting either.
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ZARAGOZA

The great city of Zaragoza is situated on the Ebro
river. Before the Roman period, the site of Zaragoza
11|:-'|-"|'-\.’|._-h [ |_I.'|"|"‘.' ]'|t'|."|'| PIL |.|]|H"'i_| |"r Hdlﬁjlli"ul o "I'l'liFI_l
Celtiberian village of little consequence. In the ficst
century BC, Augustus founded the colony of Caesar
Augusta, making it the capital of a district and an
important military outpost. Fomponius Mela called
it the most tllustriows of the inland cities of Hispania
Tarraconensis.” This new colony attracred Cainites
of Clan Ventrue, who claimed it as their own.

Zaragoza's ecclesiastical diocese is one of the
oldest in Iberia; its origin dates back to the coming
of the legendary mission of St. James — a fact of
which there had never been any doubt among the
Christian population of the city. Closely related ro
the tradition of St James's founding of the church
of Zaragoza are those of Our Lady of the Pillar and
of Saints Athanasius and Theodore. The two saints
were disciples of St. James, who are supposed o
have been the first bishops of Zaragoza.

[he city was the site of several Roman persecu-
tions of Christians. St. Valerius was bishop of the
city in the early fourth cenrury and suffered martyr-
dom during the persecutrion of the emperor Dacian,

along with his deacon St. Vincent. The Ventrue prince
of the city, Flavius Sidonis, encouraged this persecu-
tion. Flavius was a devoree of Neoplatonic philesophy
and was more than happy to see Dacian and St. Vincent
suffer at F.oman hands. Local legend has it thar Dacian
captured many early Christians by means of a ruse, The
emperor announced he would give freedom of religion
to any Christians who left Zaragoza at a certam fixed
time through designated pares. When the Christians
did 5o, he had them put immediately to the sword and
their bodies burned to ashes. These ashes were mixed
with those of criminals, so that no venerarion mighe be
paid them, as Dacian was well aware of the powerful cult
of martyrs already in the city, The legend goes on to say
that a miraculous rain fell upon the ashes, separating
those of the martyrs from those of the criminals, form-
ing white masses in the case of the martyrs. These,
known as the "holy masses” were deposited in the crypt
of the church dedicared o St, Engratia, where they are
still preserved. St. Vincent was raken to Valencia,
where he suffered a long and painful martyrdom ar
Roman hands. Meanwhile, St. Valerius was exiled toa
place called Enet, near Barbastro, where he died. Al-
Ihnu:._rh the Faithlul |,1':'|[:.:1'i‘-:_!l'|t'.| lis relics to Rada for
safekeeping during the Muslim invasions, his head and




arm were brought back to Zaragoza when Christian
torces had reconquered the city.

In the fifth century, Zaragoza fell first to the Suevi
and then to the Visigoths. Nevertheless, St. Isidore of
Sevilla exrolled it as one of the greatest cities of Iheria
during the reign of the Goths, while Pacensis called it
“the most ancient and most flourishing” city of the
tegior. The Gothic invasion did little to harm the
fortunies of the Ventrue. Nevertheless, Flavius was
appalled by the rough nature of the barbarian invaders,
who cared little for Roman sophistication. Conse-
quently, the prince swallowed his pride and quietly
supported the Church as ameans to preserve something
of Roman ways in Zaragoza. His gambit paid off, as the
laudatory passages quoted above artest. However,
Flavius's move also gave the Church untold power — ar
the expense of hiz own,

While under Muslim occupation, Flavius and his
brood attempred to court their opposite number among
Moorish Cainites. The prince saw these Ashirra as
cultured people with whom he could come to an agree-
ment. He hoped that he could use them as a means of
weakening the strength of the Church in Zaragoza —
all the while rebuilding his own shattered authoriry.

Initially, this rapprochement worked to the
Wentrue'sadvantage. Athissuggestion, several churches
were converted for use as mosques, However, the will of
the Christian population only grew stronger. The
Ashirra eventually concluded that Flavius' advice had
only invigorated the cause of Christianity in Zaragoza.
Flavius soon found himsell ignored by his Muslim
brethren, who established a separate Cainite sultanate
in M12, flouting his claim of domain. For the next two
hundred years, Flavius Sidonis was prince in name only.

Alfonso | of Aragon defeated the Moors and took
the city on December 18, 1118, The newly appointed
Archbishop of Zaragoza first resided ar the Church of
the Pillar, but on January 6, 1119, he consecrated a
mosque, rededicared ir to the Savior and moved the
episcopal throne there. This Cathedral of St. Savior
holds a grear deal of symbolism for the people of
Laragoza because it was built on the site of an older
church, which itself had been built on the site of one of
the first mosques erected in the Iberian Peninsula. In
local eyes, it represents not only the liberation of their
city from the Moors, but also the progress of the
Reconguasta. Even some of the city's Cainites hold the
cathedral insimilar awe — though few dare toapproach
it too closely.

The decision to move the episcopal throne to St
Savior was unpopular with the canons of the Church of
the Virgin of the Fillar, who since 1135 have reclaimed
the title of cathedral as well. Zaragoza is thus unique in
having two such churches. The second cathedral is
dedicared to the Virgin of the Pillar. The church
commemorates the appearance of the Blessed Virgin

Maty on a pillar erected in honor of Saint James the
Greater. Since the establishment of the episcopal throne
in St. Savior, thischurch hasseen a sizable decline in its
congregation. Except on feast days, such as the com-
memoration of the Virgin's apparition in January, the
cathedral is often devoid of many mortals. Conse-
quently, neonates and Caitiff sometimes find the
cathedral a convenient meeting place.

Pourics AND RELIGION

Zaragoza is a strongly Christian city. Its former
Muslim inhabitants have ]'ﬂl'gﬂ!}' been driven our or
have converted (rypically under coercion). The city's
small number of Jews suffer under numerous laws thar
restrict their movements and occupations. The people
of Zaragoza have thus adopted a triumphalist artitude
toward the Recrmguista. They are certain not only of its
ultimate vicrory ag;

ainst the Saracens bur also that God
is clearly on their side. This attitude makes it almost
impossible to convinee them of the danger still posed by
the Almohads — which frustrates their fellow lberians
to no end. Indeed, they show no grearer inclination to
actually taking up arms against the Saracens than any
other on the peninsula, and they are even somewhat
lackluster in their support when it comes to doing more
than simply praying and speaking about the wars

Instead, the inhabitants prefer 1o engage in schol-
arship and study. lronically, this is a tradition begun
under the hated Muslims, who made Zaragoza a city of
Ieaming. That Tept ation conbinues even [g]d;{yl al-
though the Aragonese have as yet made little effort 1w
improve the city’s college near the Plaza de Maria
Magdalena — a facr thar rankles its inhabitants. The
schoal attracts visitors, both living and unliving, and its
grounds hide the haven of Alfonso Palacios, a Cainite
physician fascinated by Arabic medical rexts.
CruNiTE AFFAIRS

Since the expulsion of the Muslims, Flavius Sidonis
has regained his domain. The subsequent flight of the
Ashirra left him the most powerful Cainite in Zaragoza,
as well as the most experienced. His ability to survive
during rhe Muslim occupation has earned him the
grudging respect of the younger Lasombra who now
flock to the city. However, Flavius’ disdain for Chris-
tianity has not been softened over the centuries, If
anything, he is even more fervent in his harred, but he
keeps his opinions to himself for fear of giving the
Lasombra an excuse to depose him. He has suffered the
loss of his position once; he has no desire o do so a
second rime,

CATALONIA

Cataloniais the other major principality within the
Crown of Aragon, located in the northeast comer of the
Iberian Peninsula. The name derives either from the




compound “Goth-Alania,” referring to its historical
occupation by the Goths and Alans, or from
"Giothalandia,” supposedly the name of an early people
indigenous to the surrounding area. Other legends
sugpest the name stems from that of Orger Caralo, a
hero of the easrern Pyrenees who defeated the Muslims
i battle in 756. This last legend is especially popular
among the locals, who see it as evidence of their
willingness to fight against the Moorish invaders.

In any event, Caralonia forms a right tiangle, of
which the smallest side lies along the eastern Pyrenees,
another side forms the boundary of Aragon and the final
side is the Mediterranean coastline. Irs terrain slopes
gently from the Pyrenees down o the seacoast on the one
sie and to the basin of the Mediterranean Sea on the
ather, Catalonia's eastern regions drain directly into the
Mediterranean through several rivers, most notably the
Ebro. The Ebro s the primary river in Catalonia, although
the Segre is used as a waterway to transport timber and
produce from the upper portions of the country.

BARCELONA

Barcelona is one of the most ancient cities of Iberia—
and otwe of the most important. Founded by the Hamilear,
it was in the possession of the Carthaginians until the
Romans drove them our. Despite the connection to
Carthage, the Brujah never had a strong presence in
Barcelona, apparently preferring other locales on the
peninsula. Even after it passed into Roman hands,

Barcelona continued to enjoy a position of prominence in
Iheria. Julius Caesar bestowed on it the name of Julia
Augusta Faventia Pia in recognition of the support the
city had given him in his strugele against Pompey. Later,
Caesar made it a Roman colony, an act that bestowed on
its inhahitants the full privileges of Roman citizenship.

As it has elsewhere in the peninsula, this honor
increased the ciryspopularion—borh merral and Cainire.
In the early days, the bulk of the vampiric inhahitants
were Lasombra and Ventrue, with a small number of
Malkavians. The position of prince was hotly contested
for decades bur ultimately fell to the Lasombra, who have
retained iteversince. The current prince is Mireia Subira,
the childe of the original ruler of the city, Rimon Vera.
She has initiated a policy of tolerance within her domain,
a move that has won her the respect of neonates ar the
experse of elders, who would prefer she assume a less
flexible approach.

Barcelona went into a decline after the fall of Rome
untl Araulf, King of the Visigoths, chose it for his
residence in the fifth century AD. Later, Barcelona passed
successively into the hands of the Arabs and the Franks.
Finally, Wilfrid the Hairy declared independence for the
city and surrounding territory, calling it the “County of
Barcelona.” It remained under an independent govern-
ment with its own counts until the marriage of Petronila,
d:ll!ﬁhli_‘l’ |'-f. Kinf_{ Ramiro the Monk of r'-"-.nlgnn,, | k] th,:_'
Counrof Barcelona in 1137, The marriage unired the two
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tealms under the Crown of Aragon, a situation rhar has
prevailed ever since,

Barcelona, being situated on the shores of the Medi-
terranean and on a Roman military road between [heria
and Gaul, was always in contact with the rest of the
empire. The city received Christianity early, having been
evangelized by disciples of the Apostles themselves, and
the See of Barcelona thus became an important hishopric
within Christendom. Indeed, numerous councils have
been held within its confines, most recently in 1125, and
there’s every reason to believe more will follow, The
thirteenth century is a time of grear rumulr in the Church,
and as [beria comes into closer contact with the rest of
Western Europe, it can hardly expect to be spared.

DESCRIPTION

Among the many monuments that distinguish the
city, the most important is the cathedral, built in the
early days of the Church and dedicated to the Holy
Cross. Damaged during the Muslim cccupation, the
cathedral was rebuilt by order of Count Berenguer [ and
reconsecrated in 1058, Barcelona is committed to a
program of impressive expansions and improvements
for the cathedral that are likely to continue threughout
the thirtcenth century and beyond. Elsewhere, the
ancient church of Santa Maria del Mar is a beautiful
specimen of Gothic architecture, while Santa Maria del
Pino has the most spacious and lofty nave of all the
Gothie churches in Barcelona. The church of Saints
Justo and Pastor was the first dedicated to Chiristian
worship in Barcelona, giving it cachet with pilgrims and
churchmen alike.

Barcelona also possesses archives of great value in
which many precious documenis, saved from the Almohad
conguest under al-Mansur, are preserved. Among the
archives are priceless books called Exemplaria that relae
important ecclesiastical events and include records of
royal caths and the like. Consequently, they are some of
the best archives in [beria, and scholars from across Eurape
consult them. Because these archives are ramored to hold
hitherto unknown works relating to The Book of Nod and
other dark tomes, they have attracted the interest of
Cainites as well as morrals. Mireia herself has taken an
interest in these rumors. She employs several Cainite and
mortal pawns in her efforts to discover these supposed
tomes. Given the sizeand disarray of the archives, this may
be a long underraking indeed.

Pourrics AND RELIGION

Barcelona 1s a city at odds with itself. On the one
hand, it represents the success of the union known as
the Crown of Aragon. On another, it seethes with
reseniiment at the absorption of Catalonia within a
“foreipn” state. Neither attitude is strong enough to tip
the balance, so Barcelona exists in a twilight realm
berween open-minded acceptance of its place and out-
right rebellion.




much ra rthe chagrin of some Lasombra elders. They fear
something else is at work other than simple
broadmindedness. The most regularly voiced concern
is that she has been co-opred by a group such as the
Cainite Heresy. The problem with such theories is that
they provide no insight into why Mireia acts as she
does, let alone what a group like the Heresy would have
1o gain by her actions. For now, the elders merely
grumble and allow her to rule as she has since the
destrucrion of her sire in 1164,

In asimilar vein, Barcelona's relationship with the
Church 1s unusual as well. For centuries, Barcelona has
been an important Christian center, natable bath for
its churches and for its strength of belief. However,
Catalonia has always heen a fertile breeding ground for
dissent against Rome. The fact that the Church has a
history of supporting efforts by foreipn powers to con-
quer Caralonia has certainly not helped its cause,
Likewise, the Aragonese have installed several of their
own clerics into positions of power in Barcelona, add-
ing to the consternation within the city.

LiFe N THE CrTy

Barcelona is the key ro Catalonia’s— and therefore
Aragon’s — plans o expand beyond the confines of the
Iberian Peninsula. The city is a major seaport, offering

sady access to the Mediterranean and the maritime

cities of Europe, the Middle East and North Africa.
Consequently, life in Barcelona revolves more and
more around trade. Merchants from France, ltaly and as
far away as Outremer make regular visits, exchanging
their wares for the best that Catalonia has to offer. The
ciry is often the first pore of entry for outsiders seeking
o journey ony Lo the interior of the peninsula.

Barcelona's seaport gives the city a cosmopolitan
flavor that is unmartched in Christian Iberia. Naturally,
this makes the city a popular destination for foreign
Cainites. Among them are refugees from the Byzantine
Empire, recently divided up during the Fourth Crusade. In
the aftermath of the crusade, Byzanrine Cainite society
has been rocked by turmoil and dissension, as various
factions vie with one another for the favors of the new
Latinoverlords. Therefupees have chosen tofles Byzantium
rather than bow before the invading westerners. Among
their number is a Brujah named Nerea, who fled a blood
bunt in Barcelona some 40 years ago after she destroyed
ber sire Guzmin Brave in a jealous rage. Nerea now goes
by the name Andrea since Bravo still has friends in the
city. (For more on Nerea, see Constantinople by Night
and Bitter Crusade.)

As noted above, Barcelona is well known for its
manyfine archives and collectionsof books, and a small
portion of the local industry revolves around these
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in order to purchase books for their own collections,
Likewise, seekersafter esoteric— even arcane — knowl-
edge sometimes venture into the city on their own
quests for wisdom. Among these visitors are Cainites,
including a handful of Tremere, These young vampires
are certain that the archives hold untold knowledse of
value to both their clan and their mortal allies. Mireia's
policy of tolerance does not extend to the Usurpers,
however, and she has forbidden them o consulr the
archives. The prince's reasons for this action are un-
known, but they seem to revolve around her own quest
for forbidden lore. Consequently, the Tremere act
through surtogates to obtain the knowledge they seck.

CAINITE AFFAIRS

The city's proximity to southern France has also
brought it into contact with various Gnostic heretical
groups like the Carhars. Under vampiric influence,
agentsof the Cainite Heresy have infiltrated Barcelona.
However, the Heresy has thus far met with little success
among either mortals or Cainites. Only a few minor
Church officials have joined the secretive cult — a
great disappointment. This failure is partially due to the
presence of the Apostles of the Third Caine, who
oppose the mainstream Heresy. Even more significant
in checking the Heresy is the vigilance of Barcelona's
mortals, including members of the Sword of St. James.
One important member of this mortal group, Mateu
Agusti, has his primary residence in Barcelona. Conse-
quently, the Heresy acts cautiously here; it doesn’t wish
to risk exposure either to other Cainites or to morrals.

(GIRONA

Girona is bounded on the north by the Pyrences
and on the south and east by the Medirerranean Sea.
The surrounding region is mountainous, with forests of
pine, oak and chesmur, aswell as many mineral springs.
The mountains are the site of many mines, particularly
of coal — an important part of the city's economy.
Agriculture exists but is of limited value. Thus, Girana
relies heavily on imported foodstuffs to feed its popula-
tion. [n rimes of war, this reliance is a significant
weakness, which is why soldiers regularly parrol on foor
and on horseback the roads leading to the city.

The city is situated at the confluence of the Ter and
Ona Rivers. The most ancient portion of the city stands
on a steep hill and includes the dilapidated remains of
once formidable bartlements. [n ancient times, Girona
was known as Gerundia, a city of the Ausetani tribe.
Local legend has it thar Saints Paul and James first
preached Christianity here when they arrived in Iberia
after the death of Christ. Legend also holds thar the
city's first bishop was St. Maximus, a disciple of St.
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A LAND DIVIDED

This is a land of warring faiths and burning wills. Once the Moors ruled the peninsula,
but now the Christian kingdoms push them ever further south. Great schools die and

glorious kingdoms rise. Behind it all, in the deepest of shadows, we Cainites lurk. Blood
calls to blood, and vengeance will be ours.

A CLASH OF WILLS
Iberia by Night is a complete sourcebook for medieval Spain,
including both Christian and Moorish kingdoms. The history,

cities and people are all covered in detail, as is the bloody

Reconguista reshaping the land. Details on the vampiric
princes and sultans of the land, the shadowy Amici Nocds
manipulating Clan Lasombra and the other forces in the
Iberian night give you enough marerial
for many stories indeed.

IBERIA BY NIGHT INCLUDES:
* Many opportunities for player coteries to establish

their own domains, either as hidden lords of

Muslim taifas or as secret powers of the Christian
reconquest.

* Details for running epic chronicles covering
the whole Reconguista.

* Appearances by such luminaries as

Archbishop Mongada and Lucita of
Aragon.

34 $19.95 U.S

BANL STURI A HE NG S B '

Pl L

=






